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Unnatural Mother: 


O R, 
Innocent Love Perſecuted.” 


IN my Return from # Journey,” 
which Itook about two Years ago 
aſter the King, on account of ward 
EDS Affairs which I had then de 
— inng before the Council, 1 — 
that the eldeſt Mademoiſelle de L 2 pine had 
been dead about three Months, and that ſhe 
died in a very deplorable manner. 1 lamented 
her Loſs, not that I was particularly acquaint- 
ed with her, but becauſe ſhe. was one of the 
greateſt Beauties in the Neighbourhood. All 
the World ſpoke ill of Deſprez, and told me 
a thouſand Nies of his Barbarity ; in ſhort, 
they ſaid ſo much, that although I did not 
know him by the r that was * 


MW 7 


| 


[2] 
and the Character that was given of him, I ima- 
gined he was Guilty, He was not at Paris 
when I arrived there, neither did he return 
thit her till about three Months after. 

As we had always been very good Friends, 
I went then to viſit him, and finding him very 
pale and wan, fancy d that he vas juſt upon 
the Recovery from a Fit of Sickneſs, When 
I entred the Room he was leaning upon a Ta- 
ble, his two Hands ſupporting his Head, but 
he roſe up at the noiſe I made in entring, and 
my firſt Salutation drew him quite out of a 
profound Reverie, wherein he was buried. I 
ſaw before him a-Letter lying open, whoſe 
writing ſeem d to me to be a Woman's. We 
embraced each other, and I condoled with him 
| 1his ill State of Health, expreſſed my Concern 
| Bt us Melancholy, and endeavoured to com- 
Z 
Ihe Wound is here, my dear Friend, ſaid 
he, laying his Hand upon his Heart, I ſhall 
never recover it; this ſaid, the Tears came in- 
to his Eyes. He then took the Paper chat 
was üpon the Table, and kiſſing it, put it in- 


to a. Purſe, which he wore upon his Breaſt, likè 
a Caſe for Relicks. hed | , 
I perceived therein the Picture of Mademor- 
ſelle de L Epine ; he began to ſigh, and ſpoke 
to me with ſo much Diſorder, and ſo little Co- 
herence, that I pitty'd his Condition. I began 
then to have ſome Suſpicion of the Matter, 
Wherefore to divert his Sorrows, and to 3 

| * tisty 


( 3] 
tisfy my Doubts; this Letter, ſaid I, ought 
not to have been delivered to you, at your juſt 
coming out of an Illneſs, and when you are ſo 
much alter d for the worſe; they ought to have 
{pared you this Shock; for either 1 am greatly 
deceived, or tis that which cauſes your preſent 
Melancholy. | 

I havenot been ſick, anſwered he, nor is this 
Letter the Cauſe of my Sorrows, it only in- 
dulges them, I think I know the Hand, reply d 
I, and believe it is Mademoiſelle de L Epine's ; 
you are not miſtaken, returned he, it is indeed 
her's. But how can ſhe write to you, pur- 
ſued I, when ſhe is dead, as all the World ſays. 
She is ſo, continued he, would to Heaven the 
was not; 1 ſhould not be here, but the would 
not be entirely loſt to me. 

At theſe Words his Grief increaſed more 
then ever, his Tears trickled down his Cheeks 
amain, and his redoubled Sighs gave me to 
underſtand, that there were ſome material Par- 
ticulars in this Adventure, which were not 
come to the Knowledge of thoſe who had 
been my Informers. of 

But, purſued I, why is the Death of this Wo- 
man ſo grievous to you, when you abandon'd 
her during her Life ? Did 1 abandon her; 
reply'd he, with Hands and Eyes uplifted! 
Oh! God; how can any one be guilty of 
inventing ſuch a Falſhood ? Tis the Belief 
ſaid I, ot tht Publick ; I value not the Belief of 
the Publick, added he; bur cou'd you, that 
Knew me, give Credit to it ? And ought ton yuo 
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[4] 
to have taken my Part? All Appearances are 
againſt you, reply d I. They have impoſed on 
all the World, ſaid he, and I am not much 
in Pain about undeceiving them; but as for 

who judge ſo ill of me, I will diſabuſe 
you, although your little Eſteem for me might 
_ excuſe me from that Complaiſance. 

That ſhall be when you pleaſe, ;anſwer'd J. 
We are not in a convenient Place, reply'd he ; 
but let us go out, and in walking, 1 will re- 
late to you the Whole of that Affair. I took 
Advantage therefore of his good Diſpoſition; 
and getting into my Coach we ſet out on the 
Road to | wet Þ 4] 
During the whole Way he ſcarcely open d 
his Mouth, at leaſt I only heard him ſigh, and 
utter ſome Words indiſtinctly, which the 
Noiſe of the Wheels prevented my underſtand- 
ing. As ſoon as the Coach went on with 
Jef Noiſe, I begg'd him to oblige me with the 
Story he had -promiſed, but cou'd not as yet 
goers Words together from him; at laſt; 
zeinig.come to the Wood, he made the Coach 
ſtop, and alighted without ſaying a Syllable 
to me. I follow'd him then, and he deſired 
me to order our Servants to wait for us, after 
which, walking aſide to a Place where we were 
ſure of neither being overheard, nor interrupt - 
ed, he began as follows. 

In order to eraſe entirely from your Mind, 
ſaid he, the falſe Impreſſions which the Pub- 
lick may have made therein, I need only give you 
3 Ret it © BY: * a 
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15 ] 
a faithful Account of all that has paſs d between 
Mademoiſelle de L Epine and myſelf ; you 
will at once ſee my Innocence, and the ill For- 
tune that attended this poor Woman and me, I 
call her Woman, becauſe ſhe was actually m 
Wife; yon will beſides know the Reaſon 
have to mourn eternally, for having been the 
innocent Cauſe of her Death. 

You know that, tro my Misfortune, I am 
the only Son of one who is in great Power 
in the Law. I ſay to my Misfortune ; for if 
my Father had been a Man of leſs Credit and 
Authority, and had been leſs to be feared, I 
ſhou'd not be, as I now am, the moſt miſe- 
rable of Mankind. | 

Mary- Magdalen de L'Epine, with whom 
you was acquainted, was the eldeſt of three 
Daughters, and one Son, whom their Father 
when dying, left under the Tuition of their 
Mother. He was an Italian by Extraction, 
of a good Family, but not rich. He came in- 
to France with Cardinal Mazarin, who had 
given him an Employment there till his Death, 
when he left his Widow involy'd in the World 
with the Affairs of her Family, and amongſt 
the reſt with a curſed Law-Suit, which is the 
Cauſe of all my Misfortunes, and which is not 
yet ended. 

My Father cou'd be of great Service to her 
in the Deciſion of this Affair, which was foon 
expected, wherefore Mademoiſelle de L' Epine, 
who livd pretty near our Houſc, came thither 

frequent- 


. 

frequently to ſollicit her Cauſe. She had pow- 
erful Recommendations, but if | had been 
Judge, the moſt powerful wou'd have been the 
lovely Daughter that accompany'd her. You 
have ſeen her; ſhe had an exceeding fine Skin, 
was tall and well ſhapd. Her Hair was the 
faireſt that could be ſeen, her Face oval, and 
her Eyes blue, as fair Women's generally are. 
Her Beauty was lively, and had not a certain 
heavy Languor ſo common to all fair Wo- 
men. The Tone of her Voice was inſinu— 
ating and agreeable ; her Behaviour was per- 
fectly charming, and ſeem'd to deſire nothing 
but Tenderneſs, and to breath nothing but 
Love, nor were her Looks deceitful. 

Tis certain however, that ſhe was not ſway d 
by the Pleaſures of the Senſes ; as for her Sul, 
ſhe deſerv'd all that a Woman can pretend to 
ſhe was noble, ſincere, frank, and liberal ; ca- 
pable of carrying on an Engagement to the 
laſt Gaſp; fruitful in Inventions, fearful in 
taking Reſolutions, but bold in putting them 
in Execution when taken; ſhe was diſintereſt- 
ed, a good Friend, and a more faithful Miſ- 
treſs. | 

She had fo little Ambition, that I have 
heard her ſay a thouſand Times, that if ſhe 
had been Miſtreſs of herſelf, ſhe wou'd havepre- 
ferr d a poor and quiet Life to one full of Pomp 
and Honours, which cannot be acquir'd but 
at the Expence of one's Repoſe, and often of 


ones Sincerity; ſhe was complaiſant to me, be- 


cauſe 
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EFT 
cauſe ſhe loved me, but otherwiſe ſhe was 
naturally haſty. 


I have ſeen her a thouſand Times do Things 


to which no human Conſideration cou'd have 
induced her, and that only becauſe ſhe knew 
they pleas d me; ſhe was very reſerved to me 
yet very fond, but without Impudence ; an 

* I have often ſeen her receive me in her 


Arms, and even ſeek my Embraces, at a 


Time when I knew that I ſhou'd have pleas d 
her, in not taking Advantage of her Adyan- 
ces. In a Word ſhe was the moſt accom- 


pliſh'd Miſtreſs and Wife that can be con- 


* ceived, 


I ſaw her in a Hall where my Father uſed 


; to hear Cauſes; her Mother and ſhe were 
' waiting for his coming out of his Cloſet. I 


was ſurpriz d at her Beauty; and thinkin 
I only did through Civility, what I did throug 
the firſt Impulſes of my Heart, I offer d to in- 


N troduce them to him. I took the Mother then 
: by the Hand, and led her into the Cloſet : 


Here, Sir, ſaid I to my Father, is a Mother 
and Daughter, which J preſent you; they 
have been waiting a great while, and I thought 


| they ought to have ſome Diſtinction ſhown 


them ; they have too good a Mien not to de- 
ſerve the Preference : If my Recommendation 
cou'd be of any Service to them, I would 
you to be their Friend. I then went out, 

the Mother had Time to ſay what ſhe would 
to him, for ſhe ſtaig with him above an . 
| m 


„ 

I met them again at their coming out, as if 
by Chance, and ask d them if they had been 
heard to their Satisfaction. Yes, Sir, anſwer'd 
the Mother, and 'tis a very great Obligation 
which we have to you. I have inform'd your 
Father of all the Tricks that are play d me, and 
I hope he will ſoon do me Juſtice. I with it ' 

U 


depended upon me, Madam, faid I, it ſhould 
be done this very Day: She thank d me, and 
they took their Leave. I perceivd that the 
Daughter had always bluſh'd when ſhe look'd 
upon me, and that ſhe had turn'd away her 
ead when ever I caſt my Eyes on her. 
I fet a Footman upon the Watch, to give 
me Notice of an Evening when they were at 
their Door, not the Mother, whom I did not 
want, but her amiable Daughter, with her 
Siſters. I went thither very frequently, and 
ſometimes we took a Walk upon the Ram- 
parts, and in the Gardens; butI coud neither 
| get an Opportunityoftalking apart to her Daugh- 
ter, nor of having a private Converſation with 
[ her alone. I was very well receiv'd however, 
1 not only on account of the Services which I 
had done them, but alſo on account of thoſe 
which I might render them for the future, 
When the Weather would no longer allow 
us to take the Diverſion ot Walking, I went 
to their Houſe, and made one at Cards, We 
play d there for a meer Trifle ; wherefore, with 
a View only to keeping up the Converſation, 
and to have a Pretence to go thither every 
1 Evening, 
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[9 ] 
Evening, I managed Matters, ſo as to form 2 
Set r e which held together for a long 
Time. 

In order to His, I told them that what we 
play d for being but a Trifle, the only way to 
continue the Society with as much Pleaſure as 
it begun, would be to contrive ſome” Diver- 
ſion; that to that End we muſt chooſe one of 
the Ladies Treaſurer, by the Plurality of 
Voices, ta whoſe Cultody all the Money 
ſhould be committed; that the Winners ſhould 
pocket none pf their Winnings, and that the 
Loſers ſhould pay to the Stock; to the end 
that when there as enough in Bank, it ſhould 
he laid out in a Party of Pleaſure, Where no 
Body ſhould disburſe any thing, and yet where 
we ſhould all be agreeably diyerted. 

Fhe Propoſal was accepted, and the Com- 
pany ſetrled: We were eight in all; gig. the 
— eldeſt Daughters, two young Gentlewo- 
men of the Neighbourhood, and the Lovers of 
all the four. I ſhall not name them, as their 
Names have no,Relation to what J am going 
to ſay. We obliged our ſelves to be there 
every Evening, and it was agreed that the 
youngeſt Daughter ſhould ſupply the Place of 
whocyer ſhould be abſent, and that who- 
ever twas, ſhould be obliged to pay her Lo- 
ſings, or to give her as much as ſhe ſhould 
win: This laſt Condition was not agreed on 
without ſome Difficulty, the Mother and the 

S Daughters 


[ 10 ] 
Daughters all oppoſing it; but, however, at 
laſt, they did conſent to it. 1 


The Ladies alone were exempted "BE pays" 


ing the Forfeit, to which the Men were Con- 
demn'd in Caſe they fail'd coming? We would 
all have made this Forfeit ſomewhat conſide- 
rable, but we were not allow'd to be the 
Maſters in that Point: Nevertheleſs our Trea- 
ſure would not have: been much increaſed 
thereby, for we had all of us our ſeerct- Views 
therein, which would not permit us to miſs 
being there: The Forfeit 6f the Ladies was 
to kiſs us all round, and chef elllſt Mademoi- 
ſelle de L Epine, was onr 'Preaftiter.” / 2.2415 
We play'd then every Evening > and oT 
| ſought in vain an Opporttnilty*6f Aking tg 
her alone, for I could find none, and wab not 
a Jot the nearer. Tis impoſſible"to be more 
reſerved than the was for near four Months 


ſhe perceiv'd very plainly that I did not lo 


upon her with Indifferdhce; amd ſawe that 
ſomething more then Play! drew, ne to her 
Mother's; but ſhe avoided fo carefully all Oct 
caſions of talking with me aldne, that I ce 
not ſay any I hing to her by Word of Mouth. 
We open'd our Treaſure at Mdrtlemas; 
and although we had play'd 'vety low, le 
was enough to entertain us perfectly well, 
and our Company being fele&, © we ſpent an 
Evening the moſt agreeably that ever! paſs d 


one in my Life, Nevertheleſs, we had: not 


ſpent al}, and every one was ſo well pleaſed, 
that 


* as | IT bi 
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that it was reſolved to go on playing, that we 
might have enough to be merry at the Mid- 
night Mafs, to chooſe King and Queen, and 
to conclude with a good Supper, and a hand- 
ſome Ball on Shrove*Trueſday ; and after our 
manner of playing, we did not doubt having 
enough to do Things after an elegant Manner. 
The Society then was re- united more firmly 
than before, and the Forfeits made greater, 
Notwithſtanding my Aſſiduity, however, I 
was but juſt where I was. My Miſtreſs was 
all Day either with her Mother, or her Siſters; 
and, in' the Evening, the Company gave her 
a thouſand Opportunities of avoiding me, 
without ſhewing that ſhe did it deſignedly. 
Neverthelefs 1 was refolv'd to explain myſelf, 
and to know what I was to depend on: I lo- 
ved her too well, to remain any longer in an 
Uncertainty, and not being able to ſpeak to 
her in Perſon, I wrote the following Note. 
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dam 
V O U have too much Penetration, not to 
ace obſers/d my Sentiments for you ; 1 
have been able to explain myſelf only by my 
Eyes, but I believe they hate expreſs'd them- 


ſelves pretty intelligibly. The Preſence of ſo 


many People, with whom you are perpetually 
ſurrounded, and your Study to prevent my 


having any Opportunity of (peaking to you, 
bace obliged me to be Gas If you have not 
C 2 hither : 
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bit herto diſcerud my Love, I will blame n 


Eyes, not much Skill d' in that Language ; 


but if you have diſcover d it, and have under- 


ſtood their Looks, Þ will accuſe you of Indiffe- 


rence, or rather of Cruelty to me Deliver me 


from my Uncertainty ; the whole Happineſs 


of my Life depends upon your Anſwer. * 


I clapt this Note into her Hand, and ſhe 
made a Motion, which made me fear that ſhe 
had not taken it ; nevertheleſs ſhe did take 
it, bluſhing, and without looking upon me: 
After this, I obſerved that ſhe did not play 
that Night with her uſual Gaiety. *' - 

I return'd thither again next Day, and pla- 
ced myſelf by her ; ſhe pretended to have let 
ſomething drop, and in ſtooping ſlipt a Note 
into my Coat. I was too impatient to ſee 
what it contain'd, not to ſatisfy myſelf that 
Minute ; wherefore I quitted my Cards, which 
I begg'd her Mother to hold for me, and 
went to read it in a Chamber adjoining. It 
was not long, being only an Appointment 
which ſhe made me, to meet her next Morning 
at the Sainte Chapelle, whilſt her Mother 
was to be at the Palais with her Lawyers. 
I went in then, and again took my Cards, 
very glad that my Intrigue began by an Af- 
ſignation, | 


"1 did not fail being there, and ſhe arrived a a 


Minute after; and the Maſs which I had pre- 


tended to hear being over, every Body went 
| out, 


* 4 
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| out, and we were left almoſt alone in the 
Church. Then, the Moments being too 2 
Ja- 


cious to be loſt, I drew near her, Well, 


 demuiſelle, ſaid I, ſhall I now know what 
you are pleas'd ſhall be my Doom ? I don't 


know, anſwerd ſhe, what will be your 
Doom ; but as to what relates ro myſelf, my 
Heart forebodes me no Good, which can poſſi- 
bly come of your Addreſles ; and if I were to 


be ruled by its Miſgivings, I ſhould deprive 
you at once of all manner of Hope; I ſhould 
even beg you to come no more to my Mo- 
+ ther's, and, in ſhort, ſhould never look up- 
on you whilſt I live. 


The Prelages of your Heart, Mademoiſelle, 


| ſaid I, are very fatal to me; but do you feel 


nothing in that Heart which oppoſes them e 


There muſt certainly, replied ſhe, be ſome 


what ſtronger then them, ſince I no longer 
find myſelf in the ſame Reſolution now I 
am with you, as I had taken the Night be- 


- fore laſt, and which brought me hither. I 


would not have broken off Correſpondence 
with you, becanſe I have enter'd into none; 
but I would have beggd you not to think of 
: engaging 1n one, and have told you that you 
are too indifferent to me, for me to look upon 


you any otherwiſe then as my Duty requires. 


But — Here ſhe ſtopt ſhort, with Tears in 


her Eyes. 
' Go on, Mademoiſelle, ſaid I, explain that 


But to me. What would you have me ſay 


reply'd, 


[ 14 | 


Teply'd ſhe, bluſhing ; I no longer find my 
leff in the ſame Diſpoſition as I was in this 
Morning. The Sanctity of the Place where 
we were, did not prevent my kiſſing her 
Hand with ſuch Tranſports as J had never felt 
before, and as made me almoſt beſide myſelf. 

The Place, however, was not convenient for 
diſcourſing, thoſe who had enter d might have 
been ſcandaliz d thereat ; wherefore I carry'd her 
to a Bookſeller's near that Place, and we ſeat- 
ed ourſelves in his Shop. Twas the Way by 
which her Mother was to paſs, and the Book- 
ſeller knowing me, we there treated of our 
Afſairs fully, and without Affectation. 

I thank'd her for her Sincerity ; ſhe an- 
ſwer'd, that I ought not to judge the leſs 
favourably of her Virtue ; for that ſhe did 
not know by what Force ſhe had been hurry'd 
away, but ſhe had lovd me from the firſt 
Moment ſhe: ſaw me, and long before ſhe had 
ſpoken to me. She added, that this was the 
Cauſe of her having follow'd her Mother with- 


out Reluctance in her Sollicitations, hoping 


that by going frequently to my Father's, ſhe 
might at laſt find an Opportunity to ſpeak to 


me, or at leaſt to ſee me. She ſaid farther, * 
that ſhe made this Confeſſion, to the End that 
I might not believe her Affection to me, was 
the Effect of her Gratitude, nor of her Am- 


bition, and that I might be ſatisfied that her 
Heart alone had made me her Choice. 


I ſaid 


4 


1 

II ſaid all that was poſſible, to aſſure her that 
ſhe fill'd me with Joy by ſuch a tender Decla- 

7 ration; and in Return, drew her the moſt 
lively Picture that Icould imagine of my Love. 
lb believe, ſaid ſhe, that it is ſuch as you repre- 
ſent it, "Ind I wiſh it; but, after all, you 


"I oblige me to take a Step, of which 1 fear I 
1 b ſhalf have ſafficient Time to repent. You love 
EI me, you tell me ſo, and I believe it: I love 
a you, I tell you fo likewiſe What will be the 
7 Conſequence of all this? 
_ 
 * You ſce plainly that we are not born for 
r cach other; although I am of a good Family, 
it does not come near yours in France ; your 


0 Ettate ſets you a hundred Degrees above me; 
4 and I am too prudent to grant you any Thing 
. 3 that may ruin me in your - Eſteem : Theſe are 


oo. 

3 the Reaſons which ought to determine me ab- 
folutely to ſee you no more; for, in ſhort, I 
© : fre not the leaſt Proſpect of an happy lllue, 


. either for you, or myſelf; for you, becauſe, 
A [ beſides the Time you would loſe about me, 
— you would create yourſelf Encmies of thoſe 

on whom you depend; and for my ſelf, 


tO | becauſe all' the World being convinced, 
5 that 1 muſt not pretend to be your Wife, 
at yyill interpret your Viſits to my Diſadvan- 
as © 

m age, and that at leaſt if it does not coſt me 
\er \my Ianocence, as I hope it will not, I ſhall 


bay, with the Loſs of my Reputation, for 
110 the Pleaſure I ſhall have in ſeeing you. 


I an 


[ 16 ] 


I anſwer'd her, that I had already ſug- 
geſted to myſelf, all the Reaſons which ſhe 
could poſſibly alledge ; but that my Reſolu- 
tion was fix d: That it was true, we ought 
not to hope to be united by a happy Mar- 
riage, during my Father's Life ; but that at 
leaſt we might be permitted to love each 
other, to tell each other ſo, and to. be mar- 
ry'd unknown to him, ſince I was at Age; 
that I would find Prieſts enough to marry 
us, if ſhe would conſent thereunto ; and that, 
afterwards, either the remote Parts of France, 
or foreign Countries, would furniſh us with 
Places of Refuge, whither we might retire, 
till his Anger ſhould be over. Ws 

In Anſwer to all this, ſhe only turn'd her 
Head aſide, and ſaid that theſe were meer 


Chimera's ; that ſhe could not conſent [to a 


Marriage which would expoſe me to my Fa- 
ther's Anger, and olige us to leave the King= _ 
dom, ſuppoling we 1aould have Time enough © 
ſo to do, which was to be doubted ; becauſe, | 
added ſhe, if he ſhould come to know it, 
tho' we ſhould find a Prieſt bold enough to 
dare offend him, he would not fail, being ſo 

werful as he is, to cauſe ſuch a Marriage to 
be declared clandeſtine, and you to be declared | 
free; and to oblige me to paſs the reſt of my 
=_ in a Convent, laugh'd at, and defam'd ; 


d undoubtedly very indifferent in your Eyes, p: 


by the Enjoyment of my Perſon, which would 
have given you a Diſeuſt to me; and that is 


al 3 
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2 all. I fear, for, as for the reſt, I would not 
trouble myſelf about it: But you would ceaſe 
to love me, and that is all which I appre- 
hend, becauſe I deſire only your Heart, and 
the Loſs of that would throw me into a real 
* Deſpair : Or, if you ſhould ſtill love me, 
: 'twould be only a Love founded upon De- 
cency, which would not hold out againſt the 
ill Uſage of your Father, and the Beauty of 
another Wife that might be offer'd you. I 
endeavour'd to diſpel her Fears, by all that 
a Man ſo paſſionately in Love as myſelf could 
ſay, and did ſtagger her, but could not pers 
: ſwade her. 

At laſt her Mother came by, and found us 
together, without ſuſpecting the Reaſon ; on 


the contrary, I have met you very fortunate- 


> ly, Sir, faid ſhe, I want ſuch a Friend. I offer d 
her all the Service that lay in my Power, and 
> ſhe ask'd me, if I knewcſuch a Man, whom 
> the nam'd to me. I toll] her that he was one 


e, of my moſt intimate Acquaintance, and that 


1 was ſure he would do me any Service. 
She anſwered me, that it depended wholly 
upon him, to ſuffer her to receive ſome Money 
which ſhe had caus d to be attach'd ; that the 
Attachments of the other Creditors had been 
withdrawn, and that his, which was taken 
cout but the Night before, hinder d her being 


paid; that ſhe did not deſire he ſhould do 


is _ lowing her to replevin; that it would do him 


any Prejudice to his own Pretenſions, by al- 


no 
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no Injury, being only a Trick of her Ad- 
yerſary's, who had been to beg this Attach- 
ment, to prevent her being paid, I carry'd 
her Home, and my Friend, at my Requeſt, 


gave her what ſhe demanded ; ſhe thank'd me, 


receiv d her Money, and I conducted her to 
her Houſe. 

I went thither in the Evening according to 
Cuſtom, and found her Daughter very me- 
lancholy and thoughttul. The Company ask d 
her whether ſhe was indiſpos d; ſhe anſwer'd 
no, and added that ſhe and I had read at a 
Bookſcllers, where her Mother had found us 
in the Morning, a Story of two Lovers whoſe 
Love had coſt them their Lives. She own'd 
that this had left a very cruel Impreſſion in 
her Mind : An invented Story, the Application 
whereof I did not like, and accordingly I 
ſent her Word fo next Day. 

She gave me no Anſwer, neither could I 


ingage her to make me any Appointment, 
altho' I often deſired it of her. I could not 


even get one Syllable in Writing from her 
this troubled me; but I comforted myſelf, 
becauſe I faw plainly that ſhe put herſelf 
to ſome Conſtraint, in order to obſerve ſuch 
cruel Appearances with me. 

MWMWMWe ſpent the Midnight - Maſs together, 
and we diverted ourſelves very agrecably : 
Then New: Tears Day coming, I made Pre- 
ſents to all the Company, that 1 might have a 
Pretence to make one to her likewiſe, As 


for 
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| for the reſt, I came off for a Prayer- Book, a 


Pair of Gloves, a Cane, or a Snuff-Box, but 
not ſo with her; beſides a Pair of Gloves 
which I gave her in publick, I ſent her a very 
fine Striking- Watch, and a Letter, wherein 1 


made not the leaſt mention of Love. 


I knew very. well that it would be ſeen, 


| wherefore 1 only turned it off with a Jelt ; 


accordingly I wrote her Word, that there 


happening Diſputes at her Houſe almoſt every 
Night, about leaving Play, which every one 
was willing to continue for the Benefit of the 
Socicty, and our Watches never agreeing to- 
gether, it was proper, that we ſhould all for 
the future, be ruled by her; that no Body 
would make any Difficulty of truſting her, 
| ſince no Body made any Scruple of intruſting 
her with the Stock ot the Company. 


My Letter was read publickly, and they 


- obliged her to keep the Watch, which ſhe 
would havereturnd ; this was all that I deſi- 
red. I delivered her another Letter, where- 
in I declared my Deſign, and told her that 
| *twas indifferent to me whether we left off 
Play ſooner or later; but that as I thought 
on her every Minute of the Day, I would 
2 oblige her to think of me, at leaſt when ſhe 
Wanted to ſee what Hour it was. I begg'd 
her likewiſe to tell me when was the Critical 
Minute, and deſir'd an Aſſignation, which I 
could not obtain, 


D 2 Twelfth- 
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Twelfth-Tide being come, we ſupp'd to- 
gether thrice ; the Carnival paſsd over, and 
notwithſtanding the Liberty allow'd at that 
Seaſon, I was not a Jot the nearer ; how- 
ever, although I was vex'd at this little Suc- 
ceſs, I was ſure of being belov'd. The Looks 
ſhe gave me from Time to Time, confirm'd to 
me what ſhe had told me; nevertheleſs I was 
not contented : But I met with ſome Croſſes, 
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which forwarded my Wiſhes, more than an 


Thing which I could have done. 

My Father had taken Umbrage at my re- 
peated Viſits at Mademoiſelle de L' Epine's. 
He faid nothing thereof during the Winter 
nor the Carnival; but finding that Lent did 
not ' induce me to give over my Aſſiduities, 


he began to be afraid that the Mother, whom 


he knew to be very ſelf-intereſted, would 
prevail on me to take ſome Step contrary to 
his Intentions. - Not that he apprehended the 
Conſequences thereof, but he would not run 


, the Hazard of being one Day obliged to get 


an Engagement fet aſide, which he might 
prevent. 

Hie began then by rallying me; but ſeeing 
that I ſtill continued my Viſits, he forbad my 
going there: I did not obey him, and ſaid 
nothing of this Prohibition, either to the 
Mother, or the Daughter, Hereupon he took 
it in his Head, that twas the Mother who 
made me rebel againſt his Commands, for 
which he ow'd her a Grudge, and was with- 
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F in alittle of playing her a Law-Trick. How- 
7 ever he did not, but fatisfy'd himſelf with 


putting her in Fear thereof; for tho' he is 


f naturally cholerick and haſty, he has always 


* 


been an upright Judge. 
Accordingly, that Gentlewoman's Attorney 


ſurpriz d her extremely, when he told her 
that my Father was greatly diſpleaſed with 
her. She was deſirous of knowing for what; 
for tis certain that when our Actions are in- 
nocent, we never imagine that they are ſuſ- 


pected. She inform'd me that very Evening 


' What her Attorney had ſaid; I knew very 
well the Reaſon, but took Care not to tell it 
her. The next Morning ſhe came to beg me 
to obtain her a Hearing; ſhe was a Stranger 
to what had given Offence 3 her Daughter and 
I had lived together with ſo much Reſerved- 
neſs, and fo little Privacy had been obſerved 
between us, that it was impoſſible it ſhould 
have cauſed any Suſpicion, however I did not 
care for this coming to an Explanation: 


Wherefore I told her that my Father was not 


to be ſpoken with, and that he was lock'd 
up about an Affair that would take him up a 
long Time. I then beggd her to return 


Home, and not ſtir out, promiſing that I 
would enquire myſelf, as alſo that I would 


> ſend her Word if the could poſſibly ſpeak 
with him that Day. 


As ſhe was ſincere in her Intentions, ſhe 
believed me, and was about to retire ; but as I 1 
— —— 
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was leading her out, we met M. Deſpres 
Face to Face. He had gone out of his Cloſet 
by a Back-Door, which open'd upon a Pair 
of Back- Stairs, and was returning thither 
again through the Court- Vard. 

The Surprize wherein J appear'd at ſeein 
him, confirm'd his Suſpicions : Wherefore, 7 
ſuppoſe you did not want me, Madam, ſaid 
he, with ſome Spite. Pardon me, Sir, an- 
ſwer'd ſhe, I came with Deſign to beg to be 
inform'd in what — And I likewiſe, cried 
he, interrupting her, had a mind to talk 
with you, and tis not too late now; be 
pleas d to walk into my Cloſet, Ill tell you 
What 1 had to ſay to you. She follow d 
him, and I ſtaid behind, rather dead then 
alive. 20 

I then drew near the Cloſet-Door, whence 
I over-heard all. He accoſted her very civilly 
at firſt, 'after which, he aſſum'd the Tone of 
a Man who would be obey'd. I don't in the 


leaſt doubt, Madam, ſaid he, but you and 


your Family are as difcreet in Private as in 
Publick ; I neither believe that you, or your 
Daughters, put on when you go abroad, that 
virtuous Air which I have always obſcrvd in 
you, or that you leave it behind you at your 
Door, when you return home. I am ſatisfy d 
that the Regularity of your Houſe within, is 
as great, as tis to Appearance without Doors ; 


nevertheleſs my Son frequents your Houſe 
cvery 


* 
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every Day, notwithſtanding my expreſs Com- 
: mands to the contrary. 


I will not believe, that you are the Perſon, 


* who makes him deſpile them, but the Publick 


is ſcandaliz d at ſo much Aſſiduity, and may 
charge you with ſome Things that will do 


vou no great Credit; prevent it, by for- 
bidding Deſprez your Houſe, for I can't 


imagine you ſo ſimple, as to believe that his 


frequent Vilits can be on any lawful Account: 
And if any of your Daughters ſhould be fo 


filly as to believe him, and to comply upon 


his Proteſtations, I aſſure you it would be fo 
much the worſe for her, that ſhe will be the 
* firſt deceiv'd, and the firſt that will repent her 
 Faſineſs, I believe, as I have told you, that 


the Correſpondence between them is innocent; 


but the World begins to talk, and that alone 
| ought to oblige you to break it off. 


Never was Surprize equal to that of Ma- 


dame de L' Fpine ; if the had follow'd her 
© firſt Inclinations, ſhe would have reſented it, 
by taking him up ſhort, but ſhe ſtood in need 


of his Intereſt, and that obliged her to ſpeak 


in a ſofter Tone. 


You diſcover to me, Sir, ſaid ſhe, many 


Things which I have never yet obſerv'd. I 
2 know not whether your Son has any Engage- 
ment at my Houſe ; but I ſwear to you, that 
if he has, I never perceiv'd it, and that thoſe 
+ who are ſcandaliz d thereat, certainly ſee 
more clearly into my Affairs then myſelf, I 


have 
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have only ſuffer'd your Son's Company, be- 
cauſe he is your Son, and might, as he has 
already, procure me the Means of ſpeaking to 
you about my Buſineſs: He has been one of 
a Set-Company at Play, and that is the only 
Reaſon I know of his coming to my Houſe. 

I know very well, that my Daughters are 
not for him, in a Country where all Marriages 
are directed by Intereſt alone; but I beg you 
| would believe that I have educated them too 

| weil, to fear their being Guilty of any Thing 
contrary to their Honour, Be ſo good, Sir, I 
conjure you, added ſhe, as to tell me upon which 
of thethree the Publick caſt their Eyes. They 
name none, anſwered he, they make no Di- 
4 ſtinction between them, tis only his ſo frequent 
Viſits which they blame. Then their Suſpicions 
are only Chimeras, reply d ſhe; I promiſe 
you however, Sir, to put an End to them; and 
this very Day I will deſire him, Sir, no more 
| to honour us with his Viſits : And I will do it 
| in ſuch a manner, asſhall convince you that I 
did not draw them upon myſelf, on any ac- 
Þ count that could rcafonably give you any 
| Uneaſineſs. 
There is no need, Madam, ſaid he, of making 
| a Clamour ; we muſt not drive People out of 
our Houſes with a Cudgel ; the Noife you 
would make thereby, would give the World 
occaſion to talk : They would ſay you only 
did it out of Spite; a civil Way is more de- 
cent: She promis d to act according to his 
Delire ; 
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Deſire , after which, he talk'd with her about 
her curs'd Law-Suit, wherein he promis d her 
all manner of Aſſiſtance, and began to keep 
his Word therein that very Day. 

As their Dilcourſe then was perfectly in- 
different to me, I withdrew, without knowing 
what Reſolution to take, If I went to her, 
I knew what Sort of a Compliment was to be 
expected; if I did not go, 'twas the ſame 
Thing as if Sentence had been already paſs d 
upon me. However, I did not make my Ap- 
pearance there till the next Day, before which 
I prepar'd a Letter tor the Daughter, which 
I gave her without being ſeen, and which was 
as follows. 


IJ. 4 1 


OUR Prediitions, Madam, begin to 
be accompliſhd; and the Conſtancy 
which I have cord to you will ſoon become 
neceſſary : I know the Compliment which pour 
Mother is preparing for me; hozwever, I will 
uot avoid it to Day, becauſe tis impoſſible 
for me to live any longer without ſeeing you. 
1 ſuffer'd too much Te(terday, wherefore I re- 
fren myſelf up to all the Horrors of my De- 

ſtiny; the Order which I am ſoon to receive 
will be the Sentence of my Death, but 1 ſhall 
ſee you at leaſt before I die. What Troubles 
ariſe in my Soul ! Ii/hy did not I confer with 

you Teſterday! I ſhould have legg d you to 2 
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cecd pour Sentiments; I know them, but let 
them not be diſcovered by others. Seem cruel 
to me, ceaſe your obligiug Glances, treat me 
only with Indifference, I ſhall ſuſpect the Mo- 
tive, and every Body will be deceived therein. 
But held, I fhould dye with Grief before your 
Face, if I ſhould not obſerve Love and Ten- 
aerneſs therein; new is the Time that All- 
nations are neceſſary; your Reſerves are no 
longer feafonable; make me then fome Appoint- 
ment ; 'tis not my Buſineſs to offer to preſcribe 
any to you. However I ſhall be at Maſs to 
Morrow at the Minims; it will begin with me 
about Eight in the Morning, and will not end 
till long after Noon. 


Having given her this Letter unſeen, as I 
ſaid before, I placed myſelf next her at Table, 


according to Cuſtom, All the Society were 


there; and all the Socicty were informed of the 
Harangue that was to be made to me; where- 
fore they kept Silence for ſome Time, and at 
laſt the Mother audrefs'd we as follows. 

You would have deceived me, Sir ſaid ſhe, 
and have run the Riſque of ruining me in the 
good Opinion of A. T)eſprez, of whom you 
know that I ought to make a Friend: I can't 
tell what may have been your Deſign therein, 
but I am very ſare that you have bid very fair 
for my undoing. Your frequent Viſits here 
give him Umbrage; I know, by what he has 
laid to me, that he is apprehenſive of the Con- 

ſequences: 


1 


ſequences: and I believe, Sir, that you will 
not take it ill if I prevent every Thing that 
may create me ſuch an Enemy, Wherefore, 
although your Company does me a great deal 
of Honour, and more then your Father thinks 
I deſerve; 1 muſt beg you not to give yourſelt 
that "Trouble any more. 

If I had never a Cauſe depending, added 
ſhe, with a ſpiteful Air, and if my Law-Suit 
was decided, I ſhould not, perhaps, be ſo con- 
deſcending to his Will: I confeſs it to you, 
to the End that you may be ſatisfy'd, tis con- 
trary to my Inclinations that I deſire you not 
to come hither any more; tis not enough that 
vour Behaviour is innocent, it muſt appear ſo 
likewiſe. This, Sir, continued ſhe, is the 
Lecture that hath been preach d to me; upon 
which I might give ſome Admonitions to o- 
thers. They aſcribe your Vilits to a Cauſe 
that may do an Injury to the Reputation of 
my Daughters, of which I have as much, and 
yet more Reaſon to be careful, then of A. 
Deſprez's Good-Graces, although all their 
Fortune and Subſtance depends thereon : 
Wherefore, Sir, you arc too cquitable to with 
me il], for a Thing, to which J am conſtrain'd 
on ſo many Accounts. 

1 grant it, Madam, reply'd I ; my Fa- 
ther wou'd certainly do you ſome Diſſer- 
vice, fince he has been fo free as to tell 
you ſo : But I will not be the Cauſe of any 
Mistortunes happening to you. What drew 
me hither is, that 't's impoſſible to find 

| 3 any 
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any where elſe ſuch an agreeable and well 
choſen Company as ours; I ſhall quit it how- 
ever, without bearing you any ill Will. I 
know that you are compell'd to it; where- 
fore, I proteſt to you, that I will not ceaſe to 
be always the beſt Friend you have in the 
World; and that you may depend upon me, 
when 'tis in my Power to do you any Service; 
but I muſt have your Promiſe that you will 
not hate me, I don't think that ever I my 
ſelf gave you any Reaſon ; and it is not juſt 
that f ſhould be puniſhed for my Father's un- 
reaſonable Suſpicions. I would even have you 
permit me to aſſure you ſometimes of my good 
Wiſhes; I will come ſo ſeldom, that it ſhall 
cauſe you no new Diſturbance. This was 
granted me, and thus was I baniſh d Made- 


moiſelle de L' Epine's ; but tho'I did not ſee 


her every Day, my Affairs went on but fa 
much the better. 

She did not fail coming next Morning to 
the Minims, although ſhe could ſtay no longer 
than to appoint me to meet her the next Morn- 
ing, in a Church at the fartheſt End of one 
of the Suburbs. Accordingly I went thither, 
and we ſtaid together above three Hours, which 


did but render our Parting more grievous. At 


laſt I told her that it was impoſſible for me to 
live without ſeeing her, and that if ſhe would 
not take Pitty on my Condition, ſhe might 
expect to ſee me in a Convent, if my Sorrows 
alone did not put an End to my Life. a 
BY | 5 She 
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She anſwer'd me, that ſhe was in the very 


ſame Condition herſelf; but, in ſhort, ſaid I, 
theſe Sorrows, and theſe Afflictions, will only 


i make both you and me more unhappy. We 


muſt conclude, ſo many Aſſignations will be 
diſcover'd, unleſs they are in ſome private 
Place, which Place can only be a Chamber; 
and if you thould enter it any otherwiſe then 
as my Wite, you may happen to be known, 
and that would be the dreadfulleſt of Misfor- 
tunes. Come to a Reſolution, purſucd I; 
I am of Age to diſpoſe of myſelf: It my Fa- 
ther's Eſtate is in his own Power, altho he 
has been able to get me baniſh'd from your 
Houſe, my Mother's Fortune, wich the Diſ- 
poſal of my Heart and Vows, arc entirely at 
my own Diſcretion: Accept the Means which 
I offer you, of being united to cach other, 
without its being in the Power of any one to 
prevent us. 

What are the Means you propoſe ? ſaid 
ſhe; provided my Honour may be ſafe, and 
I may believe myſelf innocent; I will run 
any other Riſque, To be married, repli- 
cd I, without any one's knowing it but the 
Prieſt, and the Witneſſes that will be neceſſary. 
Be it ſo, cry'd ſhe, I will conſent to whatever 
you pleaſe, and if I muſt be unhappy either 
Way; I had rather be ſo by ſacrificing all to 
you: I cannot avoid my Deſtiny ; however 
violent your Love may be to me, is is by no 
means equal to that which I bear you, 7 al- 
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Cure you of it without Heſitation, to the End 
that you may juſtify to your ſelf my Complai- 
ſance and Eaſineſs, in comply ing with all the 
Steps which you are going to exact of me; and 
which I ſhould not have taken, but through 
the Inſtigation of a Paſſion, whereof I am 
not Miſtreſs. 

Fou ſhall not repent, my dear Magdalen, 
ſaid I, kiſſing her Hand, of any Meaſures 
wherein I ſhall engage you; I will give you 
an Anſwer as ſoon as all Things are in Rea- 
dineſs ; you may even declare to your Mother 
our Sentiments for each other. I ſhall take 
Care of that, cry'd ſhe, interrupting me, we 


- ought to diſtruſt her more than any one what- 


ever; the Fear of loſing her Law-Suit, would 
oblige her to ſacrifice me, and I ſhould ſoon 
be in a Convent. But how ſhall we do to ſee 
each other, ſaid I, if no Body aſſiſts us there- 
in 2 Time and Opportunity, anſwer' d ſhe, will 
provide for that: But what is your Deſign, 
what are you going to do? I will inform you, 
reply'd I, when T have given Orders for every 
thing; rely upon me, I am too much in Love 
not to be as impatient as poſſible, and I will 
loſe no Time in haſtening our Happineſs. But 
after what manner, continued I, thall I con- 
vey my Letters to your Hands, and receive 
your Anſwers ? | 

That is not the moſt difficult Point, ſaid 
ſhe, I have conſider d upon it: When you 
have any Letter for me, have Recourſe to no 


Conh- 
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Confidant. convey it to me your ſelf, How, 


7 reſum'd 1 2 It muſt be as ſeldom as poſſible, 
” reply'd ſhe, that we may not run the Hazard 
of being diſcover'd. In order then to give me 


Notice thereof, make a white Mark on the 
Wall that is before my Windows; that will 
ſcrve me as a Signal, I will open my Caſe- 
ment, and at Night, en paſſant, you may 
throw your Letters therein with Safety. I 
will take with me the Key of my Chamber, 
and no Body ſhall enter therein but my (elf, 
or, at leaſt, I will manage ſo as to be the firſt 
to obſerve what you have thrown there. 
As for my Anſwers, it will require a little 
more Exactneſs; when I have any to make, 
either by Word of Mouth, or Writing, my 
'Flower- Pot ſhall be in the Window towards 
the Ramparts; if 'tis on the other Side, don't 
expect any. When you know that you are 
to expect a Letter, you muſt be under my 
Windo at Night punctually, when the Clock 
ſtrikes Eleven, whether there is a Light or 
not, and take up whatever I throw out; very 
few People paſs by at ſuch an unſcaſonable 
Hour: Beſides, I will look whether you are 
there or no, Thus will you hear from me 
with Safety. 

* After this Converſation, I return'd to my 
Father's, in whoſe Countenance I obſerv'd a 
malicious Satisfaction: However, I did not 
cem to take any Notice thereof; and becauſe 
'1 imagind that he would have me dogg'd, I 


E 


was above a Week without ſeeing my Miſtreſs, 


and nevertheleſs I ſtaid at Home leſs then be- 
fore. 

My Precaution was not in vain; I was 
dogg d indeed, and gave Notice thereof to 
Mademoiſelle de L' Epine, to the End that 
ſhe might not be alarm'd at my Silence. I had 
obſerv d the ſame Face three or four times in 
my Way; I did not ſeem to take Notice 
thereof, but in order to ſee whether 'twas 
actually an additional Retinue, I ſent away a 


Footman that I had with me, on Pretence of | 


ſome Errand. 

This was at the Feſuit's Convent ; where- 
fore, as ſoon as I ſaw him at a little Diſtance; 
I whipt into a Hackney-Coach, as if I had a 
mind to hide my ſelf, and made it ſtop at the 
Hauxbourg St. Germain, near the Hotel des 
Mouſquetaires, where I had a Couſin-German; 
I found him there, and yet more than I deſi- 
red ; he told me that there was a Company 
engaged to go and dine at Meudon, and that 
it ſhould be my Fault if I did not make one 
of them. I accepted his Offer; and ſaw my 
Gentleman who had follow'd me, at a Tavern 
Door, ſhewing me to another; however, I 
made as if I did not perceive it. 

We got then into a Coach, and went to the 
Rendezcous, where we made a compleat De- 
bauch ; there I obſervd the ſame Man who 
had been ſhown me by his Comrade ; and a 
little after my Return Home, I ſaw the ſame 
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Spark come thither whom I had ſeen at the 
Jeſuits. I was greatly tempted to have paid 
my Gentleman his Hire, but thought it would 
be more for my Advantage to take no Notice 
of him. 

I ask'd the Porter, however, who he was ; 
who told me, that all he knew of him, was, 
that he came to our Houſe in the Morning 
about Ten, and that he had ſpoken to my 
Father; who not knowing where I was in 
the Afternoon, went to viſit Madame de L 
Eprne : Fortunately for me, he found her 
working of Tapeſtry, with all her Daughters. 

This made me yet more circumſpeR, I wrote 
Word thereof to my Miſtreſs, to the End that 
ſhe ſhould not be ſurpriz'd at ſeeing me ſo long 
without thinking on what I had promis'd her. 
She acquainted me, in Anſwer, with the al- 
together extraordinary Viſit which they had 
receiv'd from my Father, who, in all Proba- 
bility, imagin'd that we were together, She 
recommended Secreſy to me above all Things, 


and to take ſuch juſt Meaſures that we might 


have nothing to fear. 

The reſt was nothing but Aſſurances of a 
conſtant Love ; and a Thouſand other Things 
that would be but Trifles to indifferent Per- 
ſons, but are of the greateſt Importance to 
People who love each other. I ſtudy d my 
Conduct then all the reſt of Lent, and the 
Eaſter Holy-Days ; that is to ſay, almoſt 
two Months; and I ſucceeded ſo well, 3 
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all Suſpicion was at an End, and they no 
longer dogg'd me: Then I put the Irons in 
the Fire, to crown my Wiſhes. | 

had often obſ:rv'd a Man at our Houſe, 
who came thither to write for my Father's 
Secretary ; he feemd to me to be for my 
Purpoſe 3 his Countenance pleaſed me, and 
I was in hopes he would be ferviceable : 
Wherefore I orderd him to be brought to 
me when he ſhould come next. He came, 
and in order to begin to enter upon Buſineſs, 
1 gave him fome Love-Letters to tranſcribe 
which were in Vogue at that Time, and re- 
commended Secreſy, Next Day I went to 
his Houſe, althongh I knew very well that 
he could not have finiſh'd what I had given 
him, not having promis'd it till two Days 
after: Neither was that my Intention in go- 
ing thither, but only to ſee whether his Houſe 
was convenient for my Deſign, 

I found it was, both becauſe it was large, 
and neat enongh, and becauſe it was in a very 
remote and unfrequented Part of the City: 
I even ſaw Bills ſet up, which ſhow'd that 
there were Rooms to Lett; this was jult 
what I wanted, The Man was very much 
ſurpriz d at ſeeing me; and the Wretched- 
neſs of his Furniture having convinced me of 
his great Poverty, I ſent for ſomething for 
Breakfaſt, and, on Pretence of paying him for 
what he had already written, gave him a little 
Preſent, which gain'd him entirely over to 


my 


1354 


0 my Intereſt, for my Familiarity had already 
n gone a great Way towards it. This Man had 
! a Wife, who ſeem'd to me to be a Woman 
of Intrigue, and not very fcrupulous ; to her 


on 
then I reſolv'd to unbolom myſelf, I went 
„away, however, for that Time as I came, 
d 3 leaving behind me a good Opinion of my Ge- 
+ 3 neroſity, as I found when I returned thither. 
0 This was two Days after; I had ſeen the 
e, Man at my Fathers, wherefore, knowing that 
„, be would not be at Home, I went thither, 
x J on Pretence of having the Writings I had 
2 given him to tranſeribe. His Wife was pre- 
o | paring to go and look for them, but I hin- 
it deer d her, and told her, that having nothing 
n { to do, 1 would wait for him, and chat with 
Is ber in the mean While. I ſent again for 
J- ſomewhat to Breakfaſt, and obliged her to eat 
ſe with me, notwithſtanding that ſhe made ſome 
| Difficulty to do it; I got rid then of my 
e, 3 Footman, by ſending him Home to tell the 
y 3 Man that I was waiting for him. 
! If this Woman had been young, or hand- 
in 3} Fome, I thould not have done ſo, but I was 
lt not afraid of being ſuſpected, the was too old 
h and too homely to bring my Prudence in 
1 Queſtion. She did not want for Wit; that 
of 3 was as much I deſired; I only talk'd with her 


at firſt of Things ſuitable to her Condition: 
She complain'd mightily of the Badnefs of 
the Times, and told me that her Husband and 
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the could hardly earn any thing, and had 
much ado to live. 

That is to ſay, anſwer'd I laughing, that if 
you could find any Way, to get a good Sum 
without running any Riſque, you would not 
let it flip. No, certainly, replyed ſhe, with 
a certain Air, which convinced me that ſhe 
ſpoke from the Bottom of her Heart, Are 
you capable of Secreſy, purſued 1? Yes, re- 
ſumed ſhe, my 'Tongue never yet did me any 
Hurt. That is ſomewhat wonderful in a 
Woman, ſaid I, laughing. Heark you, con- 
tinued I, with a ſerious Air, heark you, if 
this be true, and you are of a Humour to do 
a Service to Perſons who ſtand in need of it, 
I will aſſure you of a Preſent of Fifty Louis 
q Or; as ſoon as the Affair is finiſh'd, and a 
Penſion of twenty Crowns a Month for a 
very long Time; and yet you ſhall neither 
offend God, nor Man, in what I demand 3 
the only Thing required is Secreſy. 

At theſe Words, I faw a liyely Joy ſparkle 
in this Woman's Eyes, which ſeem'd to me 
ſincere 3 ſhe ſwore to me that if it was ſo, I 
might explain myſelf more openly. Here- 
upon, I made her take an Oath that, whether 
ſhe ingaged therein or not, ſhe would never 
divulge what I was going to ſay to her; ac- 
cordingly ſhe did bind herſelf by all the Oaths 
which I was pleaſed to require of her, and 
ſhe has not violated them ; for my gy 
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does not yet know that either ſhe, or her 
Husband, were concern in the Intrigue. 

I then declar'd to her, that I was the Per- 
ſon to whom ſhe mult be aſſiſting; that I 
lovd a young Lady paſſionately, but that my 
Father would never conſent that I ſhould 
marry her, becauſe ſhe was not rich, although 
ſhe was of a very good Family: That this 
young * likewiſe return d my Affection, 
but that ſhe had too much Love ever to 
grant me any Thing contrary to her Duty; 
that beſides her own Mother would not con- 
ſent to our Marriage, for the Realons which 
I have juſt told you, and whereof I intorm d 
this Woman: In ſhort, purſued I, we want 
to be married, without any one's being privy 
to it ; ſhe is a Minor, but I am of Age : We 
want a Chamber where we may meet when 
we pleaſe, and this Chamber muſt be reſerv'd 
for us alone: We muſt likewiſe be aſſured of 
Secreſy, not only on account of my Father's 
Anger againſt me, but alſo becauſe the Diſ- 
covery would prove the Ruin of her, her Mo- 
ther, and her whole Family. This, ſaid I, 
is what we want; now conſider whether 
you will be aſſiſtant to us therein. | 

Haye you thought well, anſwer'd this Woy 
man, on what you are going to undertake ? 
As to your Marriage, it ſeems to me very 
difhcult ; for what Pariſh Prieſt in Paris, 
will run the Venture of joining your Hands ? 
Jo be married at the Biſhop's Court will be 

yet 
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yet worſe; N. Deſprez would be acquainted 
therewith that very Day. As for the Cham- 
ber, that is a Trifle, it ſhould be left to your 
felf to take what Precautions you pleaſe not 
to be ſurpriz d. But how is it poſſible to blind 
the Eyes of a Mother, as to her Daughter's 
Conduct? Can ſhe have Time to come to 
your Rendezvous without giving any Suſpi- 
cion ? And can ſhe help all's being difcover'd 
if ſhe ſhould prove with Child 2 And that 
would certainly happen; for a Woman that 
loves, does not admit the Embraces of a Man 
long, without carrying ſome Marks thereof, 
You give me very ſurprizing Reaſons, ſaid 
I, and you ask me as ſurprizing Queſtions. 
As to our Meetings, it will depend on our 
Diſcretion to appoint the Times. There is no 
ſuch Thing, reply'd ſhe, turning aſide her 
Head, when People are in Love, We ſhall 
have ſome, rcſum'd I, don't you trouble your 
ſelf about that, ſince we have had Prudence 
enough to prevent any Perſon living's ſuſ- 
pecting that we have the leaſt extraordinary 
Kindneſs for cach other, If ſhe proves with 
Child, adds I, her Mother ſhall be inform'd 
thereof, there will no longer be any Danger 
on her Side; and my Wife may lic in the 
ſame Chamber where we meet before: One 
may pretend a Journey into the Country; or 
to retire into a Convent. Dwell no more up- 
on that, ſaid ſhe, I grant it. 


The 
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The only Difficulty that remains then, pur- 
ſued I, is the Marriage: Aye, reply'd ſhe, 
but that is all in all. As to the Biſhop's 
Court, ſaid I, nothing has paſs d between us 
that can come under their Cognizance; be- 
ſides this, it does not ſeem to me to be a credi- 
table Method: As for the Pariſh Prieſts of 
Paris, I wont deſire the Aſſiſtance of any of 
them, my Father would be ſoon inform'd 
thereof. After what manner then will you 
go about it, ſaid ſhe 2 We muſt have a Prieſt, 
anſwer'd I, that will marry us in private; 
we will not ſo much as ask him for a Certi- 
ficate. But, ſays the Woman, this Prieſt will 
not have Authority to marry you, and this 
Marriage will be fet aſide. How haſty are 
you, reſumd I We don't deſire our Mar- 
riage to appear Good in the Eyes of Men, 
ſince we don't even require a Certificate: The 
young Lady, of whom I am ſpeaking, only 
deſires to ſet her Conſcience at Eaſe before 
God, by an effectual Nuptial Benediction, and 
for the reſt, ſne relies upon my Fidelity. 

Well then, ſays ſhe, what need is there of 
ſo much Ceremony ? Deceive her; you will find 
it very hard to meet with a real Prieſt, and 
you may have a Thouſand who will diſguiſe 
themſelves in a Prieſts Habit. I am not a 
Profligate, anſwered I, quite aſtoniſh'd at her 
Propoſal ; and I will not render myſelf abo- 
minable in the Eyes of God, by an infamous 
Sacrilege. If ſhe will be actually marry d 
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. 
to me, I will be actually join d in Wedlock 
to her, not only for my on Satisfaction, and 
the Eaſe of my Conſcience, but alſo in order 
to be reſtrain d within Bounds, by the Reſpect 
of a real Sacrament. 

You are very much in the right, ſaid ſhe, 
to take Precautions againſt yourſelf ; this 
Lady muſt love you very well, to reſign her- 
ſelf up to you upon ſuch {ſlender Security. 
But do you think that you thall love her long? 
Yes, reply'd I, and I will anſwer for it. You 
will be the only One then of your Sex, ſaid 
ſhe, turning aſide her Head; Marriages of 
this Kind, that are patch d up only for Love, 


are but for a Time, and I will engage, in leſs 


than two Months, you will be cloy d with it ; 
or elſe God has made you of another Sort of 
Stuff then the reſt of Mankind. 

Don't offer to talk after this Manner to my 
Miſtreſs, when you ſee her, ſaid 1; if you 
do, you won't pleaſe me very well. Fear 
nothing, cryd ſhe laughing; although I 


ſhould ſay a thouſand Times more to her 


then I have to you, it would be only ſo much 
Labour loſt : Far from perſuading her to be- 
lieve me, I ſhould make her my Enemy ; a 
Woman in Love conſults only her own Heart, 
and her Lover. 
- Undoubtedly you know this by Experience 
ſaid I. That may be, anſwer'd the laughing, 
I was formerly worth looking after. But, in 
ſhort, added I, are you diſpoſed to be ſer- 
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viccable to us? With all my Heart, ſaid ſhe; 
although 1 ſee very plainly to what Dangers 
I expoſe my ſelf. 1 ſwear to you, in my Turn, 
cry'd I, an inviolable Secreſy, with the ſtrict- 
eſt Fidelity; ; and that whatever happens to 
my Wite, or me, you ſhall- never be brought 
into Trouble, neither ſhall any one know that 
you have been aſſiſtant therein, 

I hope ſo, ſaid ſhe, and believe that 1 
have: juſt pitch d upon ſuch a Prieſt in my 
Head as we want; I will ſee him this very 
Day, and to Morrow you ſhall know what 
we have done together; give but yourſelf 
the Trouble to paſs this Way. I promis'd 
her I would ; and here, added I, putting 
Ten Louis d' Or in her Hand, here is for the 
Secreſy you have vow'd to me ; that ſhall do 
no Prejudice to the reſt, for the Service I 

expect. from you, This ſaid, I went away, 
very well ſatisfy'd with haviog found 4 Wo- 
man of Intrigue, and having gn her over 
to my Intereſt; 

I gave an account of all my Proceedings to 
Mademoiſelle de L' Epine, and defir'd her 
to meet me, in order to be | inform'd of the 
Anſwer which this Woman. was to give me 
next Morning at Nine o Clock, when I was 
to call at her Houſe for that Purpoſe. Ac- 
cordingly I went thither on-the ſame Pretence 
of Writing, which had carry'd me thither the 
Time before. Her Hucband was then there, 


ſhe on inform'd him of every 'Thing, and 
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teyas not without the greateſt Difficulty in the 


World, that he conſented to what his Wite 


was to do; neither was it till after ſome Time, 
that I prevail d on him to comply. 
This done, his Wife told me that ſhe had 
ſpoken to the Prieſt, as ſhe had promiſed, 
but that he would not engage himſelf to do 
any 'Thing before - he had talk'd with me, and 
that if I pleaſed, ſhe would go and fetch him; 
that whatever happen'd, I might truſt to his 
Difcretion, and be fure of his Secreſy, be- 
cauſe that, beſides her having ſpoken to him 
under the Seal of Confeſſion, ſhe had not 
told the Names of the Parties concern'd, and 
that not knowing me, I might appear before 
him with the greateſt Safety ; that if he con- 
ſented, the Thing was done at once, and if 
he did not, we ſhould be but juſt as we 
were; that, as for the reſt, he was a very 
r Prieſt, ſuch as Normandy furniſhes her 
Neighbours with in great Numbers; but that 
nevertheleſs he was a good Clergyman, and a 
very honeft Man. I ſent then tor fomewhat 
to Breakfaſt; and above all, for ſome choice 
Wine, becauſe I was willing to put the Prieſt 
into a good Humour, after which, I delired 
her to fetch him. 8 
Accordingly ſhe went, and brought him 
with her ; this, Sir, ſaid ſhe, is the Gentle- 
man, preſenting him ro me, you may now 
confer together about your Affairs as long as 


yon pleaſe, We went then into an empty 


Chambcr 
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Chamber on the ſame Floor, whereof this 
Woman had the Key ; this Chamber was to 
let, and was that which has ſince ſerv'd my 
Wife and m& for our private Interviews. As 
ſoon as we were left to our ſelves, I broke 

Silence: "Tis no Purpoſe, Sir, ſaid I, to re- 
| peat to you, the Motive that brings me here; 
the Miſtreſs of the Houſe muſt have told you. 
'T'is true, Sir, anſwered he, ſhe has ſpoken 
to me about ſomewhat ; but as Women do 
not uſually explain themſelves very well, I 
beg you to inform me of it yourſelf. 

I thought the beſt Explanation would be to 
talk to him about the Money; wherefore I 
only told him the whole ſuperficially, after 
which, ſhowing him what was in my Purſe; 
this, purſued I, is the Matter in Hand ; if 
you will, it is youre? if you refuſe it, ſo 
much the worſe for you; Fifty Louis 4 Or 
are not to be had every Day with ſo much 
Eaſe, and ſo little Hazard, He anſwer'd, that 
before we came to that, it was proper to agree 
upon Matters of Fact; after which, he en- 
ter d upon a Sermon which was ſo much the 
more tireſome, as he was not a good Preacher. 
He read me a Lecture then upon the Obedi- 
ence which Children owe to their Parents, 
ſhow'd me the Misfortunes that had happen'd/ 
to thoſe who had fail d therein, and quoted 


to me, unſeaſonably enough, what he knew 


of ſacred and profane Hiſtory, all as the Cur- 


ſes of God upon Diſobedience. In ſhore; 1 


began 
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began to be heartily tired in good Earneſt; 
when Word was brought, that we might fit 
down to | Breakfaſt when we pleas d; upon 
which I took him by the Hand, and led him 
thither, 2 
e was not uſed to a good Table, for he 
cat with a prodigious Appetite what was ſet 


before him, which, however, was no great 


Rarity, and drank but thrice, and that Wine 
and Water: I never faw a Man eat ſo hear- 
tily, and drink ſo little. This put him, how- 
ever, in another Humour: He began his Ser- 
mon again indeed, but he took another Text, 
which was the Affection married People ought: 
to bear to each other. Herein he met with bet- 
ter Succeſs; I join'd with him, and St. Paul 
was then quoted with great Sincerity on both 
Sides. I gave him to underſtand that 1 knew 
very well to what Marriage obliged us, and 
that if 1 did not behave myſelf well in that 
State, it would not be through Ignorance. I 
vowed an eternal Love and Affection to my 
Spouſe, and, in ſhort, at laſt I prevail'd on 
him to comply. | 351 


He told me, that he would not only join our 


Hands, but even that he would give us a 
Certificate of Marriage, on Condition that 


we would both do, for our mutual Security, 
what: he ſhould require of us; that we ſhould 


bath:of us draw up a mutual Promiſe, ſign d 


and; written by our Hands, before him, and 
of his dictating, whereby we ſhould engage 
; 8 
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ourſelves one to another, to rectify by a new 
Ceremony, if necd ſhould be, whatever ſhould 
be found defective in this which we were 
going to celebrate, and that as ſoon as we 
could do it, without expoſing ourſelves to the 
Inconveniencies which obliged us to Secreſy ; 
that theſe Inconveniencies ſhould be recited 
in our Promiſes 3 that we ſhould ſealtheſe 
Promiſes by the Confeſſion of our Sins, and 
by an Oath before him, to hold good and va- 
lid the Sacrament which he ſhould confer 
upon us; that theſe two Promiſes ſhould be 
ſign d not only by us, but by him and the 
Witneſſes who ſhould ſee us married; after 
the Bleſſing, and before the Conſummation ; 
that the Promiſe ſign d by me, ſhould remain 
in her Hands; that it ſhould be feal'd with 
my Seal, and that upon the Cover I ſhould 
acknowledge before Notaries, that what was 
therein incloſed, contiin d a Declaration of 
my pure and free Will. Far from being dif- 
pleas'd with him for all theſe Precautions, I 
return d him Thanks, and promis d him to do 
whatever he pleas d to deſire, and to make my 
Spouſe Eonfent thereunto likewiſe. 
This being reſolv'd on in this manner, we 
appointed to meet next Morning at Nine 
o Clock, in the ſame Chamber; and in order 
to engage him the more to keep his Word, I 
gave him Part of what was in my .Purſe. 
The reſt I gave to our Landlady, to provide 
us Furniture, and there not being. * 
too 
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took her Husband Home with me to ſupply 
him with more. I charg'd her to buy what 
ſhe could find moſt genteel, and agrecable to 
the Eye; and gave her a Memorandum of 
what Neceſſaries were wanting, that nothing 
might be forgot, and ſhe diſcharged her 
Truſt very well, for the next Day I found the 
Chamber very neatly ſet off, 

I was at a Loſs how to inform Mademoi- 
ſelle de L Epine of what I had done, as well 
as of the Appointment which I had made for 
her next Morning; however, ſhe had thought 
for: both of us. Accordingly, juſt I was 
ready to enter our Houſe, I met a poor Wo- 
man, who, as ſhe was asking me Alms, 


ſhow & me a Bit of Paper, which ſhe made 


Signs for me to take, I did ſo, and having 
paid her handſomely for the Carriage, read 
it, and found only theſe Words: e at Three 
oChck at the ſame Place where we met 
together laſt Time. 1 did not queſtion one 
Moment whence this Note came, wherefore 1 
went exactly at that Hour to the ſame Church 
mnakeduburbs: oil dene 

I thought at- firſt I had loſt: my Labour, 
becauſe 1 found it ſhut 3 but, turning my 
Head about, I ſaw'her making Signs to me to 
go on. I waited for her then at the Corner 
of a narrow Street, and told her that if ſhe 
pleaſed, I would conduct her to a Place where 
we might diſcourſe as long as we pleas'd, and 


in Safety : She retus'd me at firſt, but having 
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inform'd her what it was, ſhe conſented. We 
had each of us ſent away the Hackney-Coach 
which had brought us; whereſore I call'd ano- 
ther, which carried us to our Chamber ; we 
went up to it, a Child gave us the Key, and 
I carried thither two Chairs. 

At laſt, my dear Child, ſaid I to her, we 
ſhall ſoon be join'd together ; you are now 
in the Chamber which ſhall be Witneſs to the 
happy Concluſion of our Loves. Yes, pur- 
ſued I, falling at her Feet, here tis that I 
hope to be ſoon able to ſay, that I am the 
happieſt of Mankind, in poſſeſſing all that the 
Earth boaſts moſt lovely. 

Riſe up, ſaid ſhe, with Tears in her Eyes; 
I defire only your Satisfaction; but much I 
fear that for my Part it will have a fatal Ca- 
taſtrophe, Alas! continued ſhe, why has 
Fortune made ſo much Difference between us, 
lince Heaven unites us? I foreſee that, in ſtri- 
ving to compleat your Happineſs, I ſhall only 
do the contrary. 

I endeavour'd to put all theſe fatal Preſages 
out of her Mind; and ſhe no more diſco- 
ver'd any of them to me; but it is very cer- 
tain that the Forebodings of her Heart al- 
ways threaten'd her with the Misfortune that 
has befallen her, and with the melancholy 
Condition to which her Loſs has reduced me 
for the Reſt of my Days. At theſe Words 
the Tears came afreſh into the Eyes of Y 
pres, at laſt he reſum d his Diſcourſe, 


Lin- 
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I inform'd her of all that I had done; and 
telling her that I had given my Word for her 
being there, begg d her to tell me if I had 
gone beyond her Orders, and if ſhe was vex'd 
that I had ingaged her fo far. She anſwer d; 
that the had but one Word, that ſhe would 
do juſt what I pleaſed, and that ſhe would 
not fail to mect me. next Day at the Place 
where we then were. She farther ſaid, that 
the Letter I had thrown into her Window 
the Night before, had made her ſo impati- 
ent, that ſhe was reſolv'd to ſpeak to me that 

very Day; that to that End, the got the Note 
- written which had been given me, and that 
ſhe gave to a poor Woman, with Orders to 
deliver it into my own Hands, promiſing her, 
that beſides what I ſhould give her, ſhe would 
pay her well for the Carriage, and that ſhe 

would give her as much more the next Day, 
if ſhe did not fail, which ſhe ſhould know by 
the Anſwer. 

I inquired then how ſhe would do for the 
future, to meet me at the Times when I ſhould 
appoint her. Don't perplex yourſelf about that, 
ſaid ſhe, I do my own Buſineſs, and will not 
miſs one Appointment; as ſoon as you ſeem to 
deſire it. Do you hope, reſum'd|} I, that 
your Mother will leave you entirely to your 
own Diſcretion 2 Yes, I do hope it, reply'd 
ſhe; and ſince you will know how, I muſt 
tell you. I will; not have her apprized of 
what we are avout at preſent ; but, as ſoon as 
r 5 , it 


92 * 


_— 7 


a AAS... A ũ AA... A. _ RS %& 


IU we” \# TYP WW Od 5 XxX CC CO Guo wan 


[4] 

it is a done Thing, ſhe ſhall be acquainted 
therewith. You are at Age, there is nothing 
to be fear d on that Side; ſhe would prevent 
our concluding it, becauſe ſhe would not run 
the Hazard of having any Difference with M. 
Deſprez, whom ſhe fears, and whom ſhe 
don't love; ſhe is ſtill ſhock'd at his Com- 
pliment, which ſhe will never forget. But 
when we have concluded our Affairs without 
her, ſhe will be the firſt to lend us her A- 
ſiſtance to conceal our Marriage, for fear that 
if it ſhould be diſcover d, your Father ſhould 
accuſe her of having contrived it, and ſhould 
revenge himſelf upon her for the Vexation it 
would cauſe him. 

I agree to what you ſay, anſwer'd I, but 
will ſhe think our Marriage Good; will ſhe 
approve of the Formalities and Ceremonies ? 
If our Marriage is not Good, faid ſhe, I will 


not conſent neither. But did not you tell me, 


added the, that the Prieſt who is concern'd, 
takes all manner of Precautions ? Yes, reply'd 
I, Well, reſum'd ſhe, that is what makes 
me ſay that our Marriage being valid, it will 
be to no Purpoſe to canceal it from her. ' But 
did not you promiſe me, ſaid I, that you 
would beſtow yourſelf on me, provided that 
your Conſcience might be at Eaſe. I promiſe 
it you again, anſwered ſhe ; if there was no 
Body but myſelf whom this Marriage was to 
ſatisfy, I ſhould not be ſo very exact; and, 
on the contrary, if my Mother can be ſati- 
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fy'd alſo, I promiſe you her Intereſt entirely: 
The Marriage would be Good, with relation 
to me, provided that he who gives us the 
Nuptial Bleſſing, is actually a, Prieſt; I ask 
no more for my Part: But, as for my Mother, 
tis quite another Thing; you know what I 
mean; I reſign myſelf up entirely to you; 1 
am contented with being your Spouſe before 
God, and I leave you at Liberty to make 
me paſs for a Wretch before Men, ; 
No, anſwer I, falling a ſecond Time at 
her Knees, you ſhall not be deccivd,. I will 
not abuſe your Confidence, you ſhall be my 
Mife both before God and Man; Death alone 
ſhall tear us from each other. I hope ſo, 
ſaid ſhe, I have too good an Opinion of you, 
to fear that you would ever abandon me; 
or if you ſhould do it, I ſhould, at leaſt, 
have the melancholy Pleaſure to ſee you 
break through the ſolemn Tyes of a Sacra- 
ment, which the moſt reprobate reſpect ; and 
at the worſt, if I ſeem Criminal in the Eyes 
of Men, I ſhall believe myſelf innocent be- 
tore God. 

In the mean while, the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe return'd from making her Purchaſes, 
being follow'd by Porters loaden with the 
Things the had been buying for us, whereof 
we did not ſeem to take any Notice. She 
ſaw my Miſtreſs, extoll'd her Beauty, and 
launch d out into Commendations of her 
Charms, like a Woman who was a good 

Judge 
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judge in ſuch Affairs. We then had a 
ittle Collation there, which done, ſhe went 
away, after having promiſed to meet me the 
next Morning at Nine, in the ſame Place: 1 
follow'd ſoon after, having firſt given Orders 
for a Breakfaſt in Form. 
We came to the Rendezvous almoſt at the 
ſame Inſtant, where ſhe found her Chamber 
very ncat, and j in very good Order for ſich a 
little Time; and indeed every Thing was 
well choſen. After that we had cxamind 
every Thing, I delir'd our Landlady to go 
"and fetch the Prieſt for whom we waited, 
Whillt ſhe went thither, I remain'd alone 
with Mademoiſelle de * Fpine, who fell 
again into her Apprehenſions: I obſerv'd it 
by a melancholy Air, which overſpread her 
Face, and the Tears which ſtood in her 
Eyes. 
Have you ſtill any Thing upon your Spi- 
rits which afflicts you, my "gear Child, (aid 
12 In God's Name take Part in my Joy ! PI 
ſhall not reliſh it entirely if you dont ſhare 
it with me. I do partake of jr as much as 1 
can, anſwer'd ſhe, but J can't help thinking 
of the Future, and I confeſs that terrifies me. 
But let not that give you any Trouble, ad- 
ded ſhe, for it is only for you that 1 fear®. 
AY to myſelf, I rake no Thought about what 
relates to me, and provided you are happy, 
if it be true, as you ſay, that you place your 
\ H - 4 Hap- 
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Happineſs. in the Enjoyment of me, I. ſhall 
never repent of all that J have done for you. 

I ſhall never be happy, reply'd I, unleſs 
you be happy likewiſe, be 49 thereof; 
and although my whole Happineſs is in Effect 
wrapt up in your Perſon, and your Poſſeſſi- 
on, I would willingly renounce both, if I 
fear d that it would coſt you the leaſt Sorrow 
in the End. I am very well ſatisfy d, ſaid 
ſhe, that thoſe are your real Sentiments at 
preſent ; I am even "a2 added the, languiſh- 
ingly, at leaſt J think I ought to be ſo, that 
my Misfortunes will never proceed from you; 
neither will you contribute to them, but 1 
cannot fancy to myſelf that ever I was born 
to be happy. Nevertheleſs, whatever Miſ⸗- 
fortune befalls me, I will never accuſe . you 
thereof, I will only accuſe the Inclination 
that hurries me away, and the Planet that 
reign'd at my Nativity. She could not make 
Reflections of this Nature, without bein 
bath'd in Tears; and altho' I did all J any, 
to diſpel them, I could not help being moy'd 
therewith myſelf. 141 

At laſt the Prieſt, for whom we waited, 
came, with whom we ſtaid alone above an 
Hour; and as he ſaw a Lady who was not 
only perfectly beautiful, as I had told him, 
but who, contrary to his Expectation, was 
very well drefs'd, and whoſe Preſence inſpi- 
red Reſpect, he ſaid nothing but what was 
very good Senſe, and extremely civil. He made 
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us à little Exhortation, that was very juſt, 
on the Engagement into which we were go- 
ing to entet; and ſhow'd us that it was to 
us the Scripture ſpoke, | when it ſays, That 
a Man muft leave all for his Wife; and a 
Moman, reciprocally, for ber Husband ; that 
we were obliged to follow thoſe Words li- 
terally, much more then other married People. 
In effect, ſaid he, thoſe whoſe Marriages are 
made by their Parents, bave ſome Reaſon to 
complain of them, when they are not fo well 
ſatisfy'd with their State as they hoped to be: 
They may ſay to them, tis you who have 
choſen me 4 Wife, or a Husband ; you aro 
reſponſable to me, for his, or her ill Humour 
and Conduct; if I had choſen for myſelf, I 
ſhould have been better, and I ſhoald live 
contented: But you would have me refer my 
ſelf to your Choice, and my Compliance with 
your Commands, coſts me the whole Peace 
of my Life; and will, perhaps, coſt me my 
eternal Happineſs, through the Sins which 1 
am made to commit, by the Chain which 
binds me to a Perſon. whom I cannot love, 
and whoſe Temper, which is quite coritrary 
to mine, makes our Family a lively Picture 
of Hell, by reaſon of the perpetual Diſcord 
that reigns there. 12 f ele 
Fou are not in this Caſe, added he, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to us; you chooſe each 
other; you muſt reſolve never to leave each 
other, You, Sir, ſaid he, to me, take this 

Lady 
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Lady who has not a Fortune equal to yours; 
it is but a worldly Conſideration which en- 
gages you to Secreſy; theſe Riches are no- 
thing in the Eye ot God, but the Sacrament 
will be always a Sacrament; it would not be 
her you would deceive, it would be yourſelf; 
you: would not mock God with Impunity: 
Wherefore you muſt reſolve to run with her 
all the Hazards into which you draw her, and 
never abandon her let what will happen. 
As for you, Madam, purſued he, ſpeaking 
to her, you give yourſelf to this Gentleman; 
you know to what a Woman of Honour is 
obliged; but, beſides Fidelity and Obedience, 
you are obliged to a thouſand other Duties, 
to which others are not bound. The Love 
which this Gentleman has for yl induces 
him to eſpouſe you; eonſider that his Love 
is nothing, and that it will ſoon vaniſh, un- 
leſs it be fortify'd on your Part, by a Conduct 
entirely ſubmiſſive, prudent, and virtuous; 
as alſo by an abſolute devoting yourſelf to 
his Will. / a 5 01 enn n 
Vu are ſo much the more obliged to che- 
riſh this Love, and to maintain yourſelf in 
his Eſteem, ibecauſe the leaſt falſe Step in 
your Behaviour, and the leaſt Cauſe of Com- 
plaint that you may chance to give him, would 
ſegem vin his Eyes irreparable, and unpardon- 
able, Crimes. He may think himfelf juſtified, 
in deſpiling at the fame Time both your Per- 
lon and;the: Sacrament, wherein, perhaps, he 
vi 84 would 
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would be ſupported by the Laws of Man- 
kind: In ſhort, he argued very juſtly, and 
made no Ceremony of Dining with us, it be- 
ing too late for Breakfaſt. During our Re- 
alt then we were very merry, and our Land- 
lady, whoſe Husband wasabroad, waited upon 
us at Table. 

After Dinner, he made each of us write a 
Promiſe of Marriage, or rather a very long 
Recognizance, which is certainly well-drawn 

up, and would, I believe, have been allow'd 
Good in Law : They were entirely the ſame, 
only the Names were tranſpoſed. We then 
vow'd an inviolable Secreſy, aſter which, I 
ask'd him when he would give us his Bleſ- 
ſing. He told us, that he would not give it 
us 'till we had both been at Maſs, and at 
Confeſhon to him, which done, it ſhould be 
when we pleaſed. There was no Words to 
be made about it, for ic was ſtipulated in the 
Promiſe of Marriage. Hereupon we appoint- 
ed a Day to confeſs, I the next Morning, and 
ſhe the Sunday following, and the Monday 
after, at Six in the Morning, to join our 
Hands : He promisd to wait for us in his 
Church, and took his Leave. 

Mademiiſelle de L' Epine and I, being 
then left to ourſelves, ſhe told me chat this 
Prieſt ſeem'd to her a Perſon of good Senſe, 
and a very honeſt Man, wherefore the: veliev'd 
that her Mother would have nothing to al- 
mn; againſt what we were doing. In _— 
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only that the Laws of the Prince were not 
obſerved, by the publiſhing the Banes, and 
the regiſtring it in the Pariſh-Books ; the reſt 
was agreeable to the uſual Forms, and it 
could not be ſaid that our Marriage was not 
valid. i : 

As to my Wife, ſhe ſcem'd to be very well 
ſatisfy'd in her Mind, and having look'd over 
the Chamber from one End to the other, was 
highly pleas d therewith. I told her then 1 
had promis d Fifty Louis d Or to our Land- 
lady, and at the ſame Time obliging her to 


take a Purſe of Money, I bid her pay her 


Share. 


Hereupon ſhe call'd her, and making her 


take away what was left at Dinner, I am very 
well pleas'd, ſaid ſhe, with the Furniture you 
have bought, and thank you for your Care : 
NM. Deſpres has promiſed you Fifty Louis 
Or, that is five and twenty each, here is 
my Share, The Woman having taken them 
with ſome little Difficulty ; I foreſee, purſued 
Mademoiſelle de L' Epine, that we ſhall 
dine here on Monday, wherefore I will de- 
tray the Charges; here, take this Money, 
and entertain us well, it is to be my Wedding- 
Day, and I muſt be merry: The Woman pro- 
mis d nothing ſhould be wanting, and went 
away. at 913 i! | 
Being again left alone with her, I preſs d 

her in vain to anticipate my Happineſs; No, 
no, ſaid ſhe, you ſhall not triumph in that 

120 manner 
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manacr over my Weaknels : As I ſaw there- 
fore that it would be only long my Tire, I 
did not inſiſt upon it any longer. Lask 4d her 
then how ſhe would do to meet me at our 
Rendezvous, eſpecially on Monday, when ſhe 
would be abroad perhaps the whole Day. I 
will go, ſaid ſhe, on Sunday to Church with 
one of my Siſters, and from thence I will 
make a Viſit to a Lady, who is a very good 
Friend both of my Mother's and mine, "and 
will beg her to ſend for me that very Evening 
to take the Air ſome where out of Paris. 

I know very well that ſhe will not go; but 
nevertheleſs that will be a Pretence for we to : 
go out on Alonday Morning, and I will tell that 
Lady that I have a mind to go to Mount Fa- 
leriau, but that I could not obtain Leave. 

'The Lady, I am ſure, will do me this 
Service; at the worſt, I ſhall come off with 
being chid my by Mother, as I have been a 
Thoufand Times about Trifles, and this Oc- 
calion richly deſerves that J thould run the 
Venture once, tho it were on Purpoſe, Be 
it as it will, continued the, I won't fail to be 
there; this (aid, we embraced, and ſhe went 
Home, 

I ſent then for a Lock-Smith, whom J or- 
der'd to make a Lock with three Keys ; ro 
the End that my Wife, my Landlady, and 
myſelf, might have cach of us one; and 
as it was early, and our J. andlord was re— 
turn d, I ſtaid ſome Time with him. 1 pro- 
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miſed to ſerve him, and to procure him a 
ſettled Employment, which I have done, and 
by God's Help, will take Care of his For- 
tune as long as I live, Hereupon, his Wife, 
being ſenſibly affected with Gratitude, and 
with the Beauty of my future Spouſe, was 
never weary of extolling her Charms. She 
conceived ſuch a Love for her, that there is 
no Kind of Service which ſhe has not render d 
her; and the poor Woman, at this Inſtant, 
is almoſt my only Comfort, ſo much was ſhe 
afflicted at my Wife's melancholy Death ; and 
I dare anſwer that her Sorrow is as Sincere as 
mine. The Tears came again into Deſprez;'s 
Eyes at this Part of the Story. 

As I was going out of this Houſe, conti- 
nucd he, on Sunday in the Afternoon, I met 
the Prieſt who was to marry us the next 
Morning; and as he was going to take a 
Walk, we went together. 

Our Steps conducted us infenſibly to the 
Capuchin's Garden, in the Street Saint Ho- 
nore, a Place very diſtant from my Fa- 
ther's. We ſat down there upon a Bench, 
and a Capuchin of the Prieſt's Acquaintance, 
came and fat down by us; as I did not know 
them well enough to diſcourſe with them 
upon any Subject but Religion, we handled 
that Point very fully. 

By the greateſt Chance in the World, my 
Father happend to be then in this Garden, and 
ſecing me between a Prieſt and a Friar, ou 
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the Curioſity to dive into what we were talking 
about; wherefore he came near us, and liſten d. 
We were upon ſuch a Topick that I could 
not have choſen better; it was upon the Pro- 
digal Son. The Advantage of a ſincere 
Converſi ion, and a real Return to God, after 
a diſorderly Life, was treated upon through- 
ly ; and indeed the Air wherewith this Prie(t 


and this Friar ſpoke, inſpired me with De- 


votion 3 inſomuch that although they faid 
nothing but what I had heard a Thoufand 
Times, it moved me fo far as to fetch Tears 
into my Eyes; and as I turn'd about to wipe 
them, to hide my Diſorder, I perceiv'd my 
Father juſt behind me, with only an Arbour 
between us. 

I leave you to judge how great was my 
Aſtoniſhment ; it was with Difficulty that I 
recover'd from the Confuſion into which his 
Preſence had thrown me. He obſervd it; 
the Harm is not very great, Sir, ſaid he, 
you might employ your Time much worlſe ; 
I did not know that you was ſuch a religious 
Man. I returnd him not the leaſt Anſwer, 
but, making him a very low Bow, went our 
with the Prieſt who had carried me thither. 

On my going Home at Night, I was in- 
ſorm'd that he was in a terrible Paſſion with 
me, that he had already askd twice or thrice 
whether 1 was not come in, and that he 
would not go to Supper without me. Here- 
upon, I thought myſelf loſt, and imagin d 
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that ke had heard ſomething of my Marriage, 
although 1 did not remember that I had men- 
tion'd it to the Prieſt whilſt in that Garden. 
This mace me ready to deſpair, but I was de- 
cciv d, twas quite the contrary. 

I never knew what the Friars had done 
to him, clpecially the Mendicants, but he 
hated them like the Plague. As ſoon as J 
was gone out- of the Convent, he aok d the 
Porter if I came thither ſomerimes, who an- 
ſwerd Yes, as was true, becauſe Gallouiu, 
your F ricnd and mine, who had turn'd Capu- 
chin, had ſtaid ſome Time in that Monaſtery, 
0 hither I went frequently to viſit him. Here- 
upon, this Anſwer, together with what he 
had heard me ſay to the Two Clergymen, 
and my having turnd away my Footman 
about a Week before, without any Reaſon, 
Mm refuſing to take another that depended 

pon him, perſuaded him that I had a Deſign 
to turn Pr. ar, and had only diſmiſo d this 
Feilow, and went cut always on Foot, to the 
End that 1 might not be dogg'd: He was in 
the r'ght in chat, at the Bc: ttom, but was 
mightily miſtaken in the Inference he drew 
trom thence. 

He had already been railing againſt the 
Convent, but twas much worſe when he ſaw 
We. aith, Sir, ſaid he, you are preparing 
me a fine Recompence ! Are you afraid of 
not having enough to live upon, or of not 


being able to get it, that you have 2 mi ind to 
bind 
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bind yourſelf with a Vow to be a Beggar. 
If I thought, added he, in a violent Fury, 
that you had a Soul ſo mean, to throw your 
ſelf into a Convent, I would wring your 
Neck off, adzooks, this Inſtant, or elſe I 
would put you where you ſhould be as ſafe- 
ly confin'd as there ar the leaſt. O the Devil ! 
purſued he, miſerable Wretches, made up of 
Dirt and Sordidneſs ; you ſhall be none of 
them, Faith, whilſt I live, I give you my 
Word of it, 1'il take Care of that. 

1 was not ſorry to ſee that his Fears were no 
better grounded, u herefore I contented myſelf 
with (wearing to him that I would not dil- 
poſe of myſelt that Way, without his Con- 
ſent. But he ſtill continued his Invectives 
againſt the Friars, about which I did not 
much trouble myſelt, having not the leaſt 
mind to be one. During all Supper-Time, he 
talk'd of nothing elſe, and laſh'd them terri- 
bly ; I know not what they have done to pro- 
voke his Hatred, but far from beſtowing any 
Charity upon them, he rail'd at them where- 
ever he met them. Nevertheleſs he is very 
charitable ; but none but Old Men, Found- 
lings, and Cripples, who are all incapable of 
getting their Living, reap the Benefit of his 
Liberality. This puts me in Mind of a Paſ- 
ſage that I ſaw, and which I muſt tell you. 

He was ſtanding one Day before his Door; 
giving Orders for the mending a leaden Pipe, 
which feryd the Houſe with Water; and 
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whilſt he was ſeeing the Paviors and Plummers 
Work, there came a Sort of Hermit, and ask'd, 
His Alms. Inſtcad of making him any other An- 
Wer, heſhow'd him the Workmen ; thoſe Men 
there labour, ſaid he, they earn their Living, 
they are no Chargetothe Publick ; and if, con- 
tinued he, the ſenſeleſs Devotion of Chriſtians 
did not maintain ſo many uſeleſs Mouths, we 
ſhould not ſee ſo many idle Vagabonds in 
France. Do you underſtand me? purſued he, 
looking at him; upon which the Friar con- 
founded, turn'd his Back upon him. 

To return from whence I have digreſs'd ; 
he ridicul'd the J/alleteers (for ſo he call'd 
them) ſo thoroughly, that all the Servants 
thought he was perfectly ſatisfy'd of my In- 
tentions, that I abſolutely delign'd to turn 
Capuchin, and that it was becauſe it ſhould 
not be known that J had diſmifs'd my Foot- 
man: This is the Foundation of the Report 
that was ſpread in the Neighbourhood. He 
ſent then again for this Footman, and order'd 
him beſore me, to leave me no more than my 
Shadow, and to inform him of all my Acti- 
ons; and if thou faileſt me, ſaid he, look 
me well in the Face, thou ſhalt ſee a Man 
that will have thee hang d: Remember what 
I promiſe thee, I am one of my Word, and 
Mall know if thou obligeſt me. | 

There was no need of ſo many Words, I 
underſtood very well that I ſhould be fol- 
jowd next Morning ; wherefore I prevented 
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it, by going out before Day, through the 
Garden; and went ſo many By-ways, before 
J directed my Steps towards the Church ap- 
pointed, that a Man muſt have been worſe than 
the Devil, not to have loſt Sight of me. 

I got thither exactly at the Hour appointed, 
and they were waiting for me in a little 
Chapel, which was ſhur as ſoon as I enter'd 
therein ; and there not being any one what- 
ſocver who was not in the Secret, we were 
ſoon married. The Door was open'd after- 
wards, and the Prieſt ſaid Maſs publickly, 
after which, my Wife went out firſt, and the 
others tollow'd. 

I ſtaid behind with the Prieſt, whom I re- 
warded very handſomely ; I pray'd him like- 
wiſe to come and cat a Bit with us; he came 
accordingly, and my Wife alſo made him a 
very handſome Preſent. Before we broke our 
Faſt, he took our Promiſes of Marriage, 
which he had kept five Days, and making us 
date and ſign them, he witneſs d them, and 
had them witneſs d by four Perſons, who were 
in the Secret, ig. our Landlord, two Mer- 
chants that liv'd in the Neighbourhood, and 
a Field-Officer, all his Friends, for whom he 
had anſwer d. He then made us, in their 
Preſence, take the Oath he had required to 
hold it good and valid, after which, he gave 
me the Promiſe written by my Wife. 

'This done, he took me with him to his 
Lodging, whither he ſent for two Notaries, 

before 
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before whom, I wrapt up in a Cover that 
which I had written, and ſcaling it with my 
Seal, acknowledged that what was therein 
incloſed, was written and ſign d by me, and 
contain d my pure and free Will, in Caſe of 
Death, or any other Accident ; and, that I 
deſired it might be kept ſecret, for Reaſons 
that were explain d therein.  Hereupon, theſe 
Notaries imagind that it was a Will which 
I intruſted in the Hands of this Prieſt, 

We then return'd home, where giving this 
Parcel to my Spouſe ; here, Madam, ſaid he, 
is all that can be done, humanly ſpeaking, to 
contribute to your Safety before Men; as to God, 
ſet your Conſcience at Reſt, your Marriage i is 

good: Keep well this Parcel, and don't unſcal 
till it is a proper Time; and when you 
do break it open, take all the Precautions to 
which you ſhall be advis'd, by Men learned in 
the Law ; but above al] by ſuch as are upright, 
and your Friends. I believe, that after this, 
there was nothing to be ſaid againſt its Validi- 
ty ; and that ſhe might, without any Scruples, 
look upon me as her Husband : Accordingly 
ſhe made none, and I had all the Reaſon in 
the World to be ſatisfy d with her. 

She had come in a Night-Gown, with only 
a quilted Waſtcoat, for which Negligence I 
thought myſelf obliged to her ; for, although 
it was above a Fortnight at ter Eaſter, the 
Weather was not warm enough to go thin 

cloath d: Wherctore, whilſt tho Prieſt and I 
had 
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had been gone, ſhe had dreſs d herſelf, inſo- 
much that at our Return, we found her ſt 
out to the beſt Advantage, and in the Poſture 
of a Woman that is deſirous of plealing. 

She had put on a Gown of a blue Brocade, 
ſtripd with Silver, a Waſtcoat of the ſame 
Colour, which, without being uneaſy, dif- 
cover d the Beauty of her Shape; a white 
Sattin Under- Petticoat, with Silver Lace and 
Fringe; and a Petticoat of the ſame as the 
Gown, with Silver open Lace, and a tufted 
Network of the fame ; a Pair of blue Morocco 
Shoes, with a Silver Braid, and Diamond 
Buckles, and a Pair of black Silk Stockings, 
with a Silver Seam and Clocks; her Hair 
finely dreſs'd, very fine Linnen, and a rich 
Pearl Necklace: In ſhort, ſhe was in a Way 
to charm any one, 

We din'd very well with our Witneſſes ; 
but although the Entertainment was very 
hand ſome and good, I thought it very tedi- 
ous. The Cloth was ſoon taken away, and 
the Company withdrew, leaving her and me 
alone together about Two o Clock. 

Here Defprez again begun his Sighs and 
T.amentations ; thoſe happy Moments are 0- 
ver with me, cryd he out, I ſhall fee her 
no more, the is dead, with a thouſand other 
'Things of the ſame Nature ; after which, he 
went on in a. more ſedate 'Tone, I ſtaid then 
with her till Seven in the Evening, nor were we 


diſturb'd by any one, but to take a little Re- 
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freſhment, when we eat the Remainder of our 
Dinner with more Appetite, then when it was 
firſt brought on Table: We then appointed 
another Meeting two Days after, becauſe ſhe 
could not be there ſooner. 

gave her one of the three Keys which I 
had cauſed to be be made, and left upon the 
Table, Paper, Pens and Ink to write; having 
agreed that always when we came, which 
ſhould be as often as poſhble on both Sides, 
we would make. freſh Appointments, if we 
could not meet there at the ſame Hour, or if 
one of us could not wait for the other, and that 
we would thus inform each other how Affairs 
went. This done, I fully fatisfy'd our Land- 
lady, who promis'd to take Care of our little 
Matters, and-giving her another Key of the 
Chamber, left the Houſe the moſt contented 
Man in the World. 

My only Fear now was the being diſco- 
ver'd by my Footman ; wherefore in order to 
put him to a Non-plus, I cauſed a Room to 
be hired in a Houſe adjoining, that belong'd 
to the ſame Head-Landlord, and by his Con- 
ſent had a Communication open'd between 
the two Chambers, inſomuch that my Wife 
did not enter by the ſame Door as I did. 
Thus my Servant, who always ſtaid above 
whilit I was there, was far from ſeeing her 
come in, or go out; and when I knew ſhe 
was in her Room, ' whereof 1 was inform'd | 
a N Bell which the rang, I ſent him 
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out of the way for a thouſand Trifles, which 
he was to fetch from different Places, and 
would take up ſome Time. When ſhe was 
not there, my Landlady went to fetch me 
the Letters ſhe had left, and I anſwer'd them 
in a Minute; thus I never went into that 
Room when my Footman was preſent, nor 
when my Wife was not there, and yet I went 
every Day to that Houſe, on Pretence of new 
Writings. 

I have already told you, that my Wife was 
ready at Invention, whereof I will give you an 
Inſtance, We had been together one Day, and 
had ſpent the whole Afternoon with cach other, 
but was not to meet one another again in three 
Days, not thinking we ſhould have any Opportu- 
nity ſooner. Contrary to her Expectation, the 

one the next Day, whereot ſhe was obli- 
ged to give me Notice that Moment; I was 
then walking upon the Ramparts with two of 
my Friends, and ſhe ſeeing me from her Win- 
dow, wrote theſe few Words: 

J am going to our Chamber, here I will 
watt for you. 

She came then where we were walking, 
and taking her Time when we were betore 
her, call'd me aloud by my Name, and upon 
my turning, and ſeeing her; Here, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe, with a ſprightly Air, is a Note which 
-#s juſt fallen ont of your Pocket ; your Mi- 
ſtreſs is cery much to be pittied, for having 
ſuch @ careleſs Lover : This ſaid, the gave 
me her Note without ſtopping, | 

* They 
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They who were with me, knew her very 
well; but as I never viſited her publickly, no 
Soul living ſuſpe&ed our Correſpondence ; 
wherefore they rallied me upon my Careleſs- 
neſs. I read the Note then, and tore it with 
ſo much Indifference, that they were fully 
perſuaded it affected nie but little: I Raid 
with them afterwards ſome Time longer, and 
at laſt we parted to go about our Affairs, 
without my talking firſt of having any Bu- 
ſineſs. Being releaſed, I went to her, and 
told her that I admired her Preſence of Mind, 
but that one muſt act with Circumſpection in 
Attempts of this Nature, and not run the 
Hazard often. 

I ſaw her one Day at Maſs, and ſhe ſeem'd 
to me ſick, which put me in Pain; I went 
in the Afternoon to our Chamber, without 
thinking to find her there, but ſhe was there, 
and afleep. Our Landlady hearing me, made 
me a Sign not to make a Noiſe, and at the 
ſame Time gave me to know that ſhe wanted 
to ſpeak with me, for I was going directly in- 


to the Chamber, becauſe my Footman was 


not with me. 

She told me then, that my Wife had been 
there about an Hour, and had ſaid that ſhe 
had ſuch a violent Head-ach, that ſhe had not 
been able to cloſe her Eyes all Night; that 
ſhe had thrown H.rſelf upon the Bed as ſoon 
as ſhe came in, no* thinking that I ſhould be 
there that Day, ox at leaſt ſo ſcon, and that 

TP ſhe 
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ſhe had fallen aſleep. I beg you, adds this 
Woman, to let her reſt, ſne has nced of it, 
go and take a Walk, and come again. Here- 
| upon went out, and when I returned, which 
was above three Hours after, ſhe was not 
there, having been gone but a Moment be- 
fore, but I found upon the Table a Letter 
which ſhe had left, and which was to this 
Effect. 


LEE FTI 


7 Du not think that a Husband ought ro 
have minded his Wife's Slumbers, eſpeci- 
ally in a Place where he is very ſure that 
it was not the Defire of Sleeping that brought 
ber. I thank you for your Diſcretion ; hotw- 
ever, dont apprehend any il! Conſequences 
from my Sickneſs, I am in good Health, and 
very glad to aſſure you thereof ; for in all 
Appearance, you was afraid that I ſhould 
hace communicated my Diſtemper to yon. 
T have loft my Labour, but I ſhould not 
hart loft it three Months ago; the Love 
rou had then for me, was not ſo reſpetiful, 
but it is now grown ſo. Depend upon it, 
however, that 1 will not loſe what I came 
to ſeek, and that I will return to Morruw 
at the ſame Hour, when I expeit that you 
ſhould diſcharge what you owe me for to 
Day, and what you will then likewiſe owe 

me for to Morrow, 
I thought 
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I thought this Note very full of Wit, and 
the Complaint ſhe made me of the Coldneſs 
of my Love, ſeem'd to me very tender and 
new. Wherefore I wrote her another in the 
ſame Style to rally her, as ſhe had a mind 
co put a Jeſt upon me, 


7 Did not diſturb your Slumbers, becauſe J 
1 you had need of Reſt, and that 
your Illneſs was not ſeigned ; now you may 
fleep at your Baſe, if you pleaſe, far my 
Heart tells me that I ſhall be fick when you 
read theſe Lines. I am afraid of catching 
your Diſtemper, and will not expoſe you to 
the Danger of mine; you have ſo often 
refuſed, or receiv'd, againſt your Will, what 
4 owd you, that I am ſatisfy'd the Pay- 
ment does not make you at all uneaſy ; 
wherefore dont be diſpleaſed if I defer it 
for three Months : My Love will recover, 
in that Time, the ſame Ardour which it f 
has bft, during an equal Space of Time, 
and will no longer be ſo reſpectful. * 
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Having clos d this, I inform'd our Landlady 
of the Contents both of the Letter, and the 1 
Anſwer ; after which, I told her what tof , 
do for her Part: The next Day I went 
thither before her, and hid myſelf when J 
heard her coming. Our Landlady then ac , 

quaintec 
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quainted her that I went away angry the 
Evening before, after having left the Note 
that was upon the Table. O! my God, cryd - 
ſhe, after having read it, is it poſſible that he 
ſhould have fallen into a Paſſion, about a Jeſt 
only which I would have put upon him, I 
ſaw the Tears come into her Eyes, and would 
nat give her any more Pain, wheretore I ran 
to embrace her, and our Peace was ſoon 
made. 

I ask'd her then, if ſhe was willing that we 
ſhould go and take a Walk together ; ſhe 
conſented, and it was the only Time that ever 
we were abroad in Company together. We 
were ſure that we ſhould meet no Acquain- 
tance the Way we went, and were returning 
back again from our Walk, when the Devil, 
who intermeddles with every Thing, expoſed 
us to a very extraordinary Adventure. 

It was one of the fineſt Days in the Year, 
and all the Fields were cover'd with Corn 
ready for the Sickle; a little Rain that had 
fallen in the Morning, had laid the Duſt, and 
render'd the Earth firm : 'The Sun was clou- 
ded over, and a gentle Breeze moderated the 
ſultry Heat of the Weather. I have already 


told you that my Wife was bold and reſo- 
lute in the Execution of what ſhe once under- 
took, as you will ſee by the Sequel, 

The Height of the Rye, which reach'd up 
to our Heads, and even above them, with 
the Lonelineſs of the Place where we were, 

an 
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and the Love I had for her, kindled in me 
ſuch Deſires as I could not maſter : Where- 
fore, I pray d her to-ſlep into the Corn, ſhe 
made a thouſand Difficulties about it, but | 
having told her that I abſolutely inſiſted up- 
on it, ſhe went in. This was not the only 
'Time which convinced me that ſhe ſtudied 
only my Satisfaction, whatever Reluctance the 
had otherwiſe to complying with my Defiges. 
In effect, it ſeem'd as if ſhe had foreſeen 
what would happen to us: We enter d the 
Corn then, thinking we had not been per- 
ceivd by any one. . 

I was giving myſelf over to my Raptures, 
when I found myſelf ſeiz'd on by a Man, 
whoſe Arms were long enough to give us 
ſome Trouble, but not to keep us down, 
although he flew upon us with the utmoſt 
Fury; whereupon my Wife gave a great 
Shriek, and diſengaged herſelf from my Arms. 
As the Surprize had not depriv'd me of a 
Preſence of Mind, I had ſeizd in my Turn 
upon the Man, who began to fear the Ef- 
fects of his Saucineſs, having met with a Re- 
ſiſtance which he did not expect. I held 
him then very faſt, draw my Sword, ſaid I, 
to my Wife, ſtab, kill the Raſcal, let him 
be who he will, without Heſitation. 

Accordingly ſhe was going to do ſo without 
any Ceremony, when this Man, who could not 
get looſe from my Hands, which held both his 
Arms, ask'd her Pardon, and begged his Life. 

At. 
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At theſe Words, I bid my Wife hold the Point 
to his Throat, and run him through, if he 
made the leaſt Offer to riſe : She did ſo, and 


I let go his Arms, and got up, and recover- 


ing myſelf from my Diſorder, took my 
Sword from my Wife, and bid her go to 
our Chamber ; and as for thee, thou art dead, 
ſaid I to this Man, whom 1 found to be a 
Country Clown. 

The Wretch being ſurprized to the laſt 
Degree, did juſt what I pleas'd ; he lay ab- 
ſolutely at my Diſcretion ; I kept him upon 
the Ground, with my Sword to his Breaſt, 
without his daring to ſtir, or cry out : It is 
certain that he had done either the one or the 
other, he would have been a dead Man. 


After a conſiderable Time, when I imagin'd 


that Madame Deſprez might be far enough, 
neither to fear any Inſult or Scandal, I made 
him get up : Come with me, ſaid I, and I will 
pay thee for the Damage done thy Rye. He 
thought, as he told me, to have found only 
ſome Rabble, but our Air ſhow'd him he 
was deceiv d. 

He follow'd me then where I pleaſed to 
lead him, which was another Way then that 
my Wite had taken, and entering into one of 
the Suburbs, as a Payment for his Rye, I 
broke my Cane about his Shoulders. After 


this, two Footmen who knew me, and who 


happen'd to be there waiting for their Maſters, 


who were in a Garden hard by, drubb d him 
L like 
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like a Dog ſhut into a Houſe, and cured him, 
as I believe, of ever having a mind to diſturb 
a Man at ſuch a Time. | 

I had ſeen, at a Diſtance, a Woman dreſs'd 
in Black, that was going the ſame Way ; I 
ſacrificed her to my Wife's Safety. I asked 
theſe Footmen then if they had nor ſeen a 
Woman in Mourning paſs by; they anſwer' d 
yes, but that ſhe was a good Way off, be- 
cauſe ſhe walk'd very faſt, They thought it 
was with her that I had been, which was 
my Delign ; wherefore I did not undeceive 
them, but contented myſelf with deſiring 
them not to ſpeak of this Adventure, and 
paid them for their Trouble. 

My Father heard of it that very Night, 
and had the Curioſity to ask theſe Footmen 
if they had ſeen the Woman ; they anſwer'd 
that the was in Mourning, about eight and 
twenty, and very pretty, but that they did 
not know her: Thus was all Suſpicion re- 
moved, and the more, becauſe they knew 
my Wife as well as they did me, He rallied 
me upon it therefore at Night at Supper, but 
= from being angry, he only made a Jeſt 
or it. 

I had rather have you there then in a Con- 
vent, faid he, only take Care with whom you 
meddle. If, added he, the Fair One with 
whom you was ſurprized to Day, is but a 
Woman of the Town, you was in the right 
to make ute only cf a Cane or a Cudgel ; 
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but if ſhe was a married Woman, a Widow, 
or a ſingle Woman, whoſe Reputation is to be 
taken Care of, you are in the wrong ; you 
ſhould have left the Rogue dead upon the 
Spot ; for ſhe will be a ruin'd Woman, if he 
ſhould meet with her again, and ſhould chance 
to know her. 

He ſaid no more to me, and he was in the 
right in what he had ſaid ; but I was very ſure 
he would not have known her again if he 
ſhould have ſeen her. After having had him 
well thraſh'd, I went to mcet my Wife again, 
being vexd to the laſt Degree, at having 
expoled her ſo unſcaſonably, and that ſhe 
had been ſcen by any one but myſeif in that 
Condition, eſpecially by a Raſcal of a Coun- 
try-Clown. I found her, as I expected, in 
Tears, but, in order to comfort her, I did 
not fret for Company; on the contrary, 1 
turnd it all into a Jeſt, and telling her in 
what Coin 1 had paid the curious Spark, 
we parted good Friends, 

We ſpent the whole Spring, the Summer, 
and the Winter, in unconcetvable Pleaſures ; 
I was the happieſt of Mankind, and my Wite 
ſeem'd every Day more beautiful, and more 
amiable to me then ever. Never did two 
Perſons underſtand one another better ; when 
we met, we faluted cach other civilly, but 
with Indiflerence ; and this was managed fo 
well, that her own Mother was deceived by 
it, and complaind that I neglected them en- 

I. 2 tirely: 
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tirely : Wherefore ſhe deſired one of thoſe 
Gentlemen that ſtill uſed her Houſe, to viſit 
me, and know of me if I had any Reaſon 
to complain of her. 

This Step was ſelf-intereſted, for ſhe till 
ſtood in need of my Interpoſition, with that 
Friend whom I before-mentioned to you. My 
Wife inform'd me thereof, and we conſulted 
together what Anſwer I ſhould give, which 
was, that I was always entirely devoted to 
Mademoiſelle de L' Epine, and that I would 


be ready to ſerve her in any thing, and any 


where; but that I begg'd to be excuſed from 
coming to her Houſe, on account of my Fa- 
ther's abſolute Prohibition ; and more for her 
Sake then my own, ſince I ſhould have been 
there at all Hours, if I had been abſolute 
Maſter of myſelf. 
We met then at the Palais; I conducte 

her cvery where, where ſhe had any need of 
my Aſſiſtance, and even offer d her my Purſe, 
but never ſpoke to her Daughter, but to en- 
quire after the Society. I had had the Pre- 
caution to ask my Father, whether I ſhould 
oftend him, in doing that Gentlewoman ſome 
Services that were in my Power; he an- 
ſwer'd me, that on the contrary, he ſhould 
be very well pleaſed therewith, and that he 
even deſired I would, not having oppoſed my 
frequent Viſits, but on account of the Conſe» 
quences that might enſue, | 

It 
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It was impoſſible to believe that two Per- 
ſons, who lived publickly, as ſhe and I lived, 
were Husband and Wife; and 'twas certainly 
ſomething very ſingular to paſs by one another, 
as that often happen d, and to falute each 
other as we did the reſt of the World, a 
Quarter of an Hour before, or after, Embraces 
full of the utmoſt Tenderneſs. 
She became with Child towards the End of 
September, and told me of it, at which I was 
not ſorry; it was natural: There was no- 
thing more caſy than to conceal it, and that 
did not prevent our ſeeing each other. But 
as all the Prudence of Man cannot prevent a 
thouſand Accidents which may happen, I 
obl;ged her to take ſome Money, which I 
would have given her a hundred times, and 
which ſhe had as often refuſed. The whole 
Winter paſsd on in the ſame manner, but 
her great Belly began to appear ſo plainly, 
that there was no Probability of hiding it any 
longer. | 
It was neceſſary to think of diſcovering 
herſelf to her Mother; ſhe had fancyd that 
ſhe could do it with a great deal of Eaſe ; 
but when ſhe was juſt upon the Point of 
putting it in Execution, ſhe found a thou- 
ſand Difficulties therein, which ſhe either had 
not foreſecn, or which ſhe had hoped that ſhe 
cou'd have eaſily overcome. 
She was afraid that her Mother would not 
be appeaſed, for her being married _— 
cr 
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her Knowledge; eſpecially to me, becauſe ſhe 
was apprehenſive of my Father's Anger and 
Vengeance : She was afraid that our Marriage 
would ſeem to her an actual Debauchery. I 
blam'd her Fears, and endeavour'd to dif- 
pel them to the utmoſt of my Power; but 
after all, ſaid I, tis a done Thing, whereof 
I don't repent : - Do you repent of it? No, 
anſwered ſhe 3 I don't repent thereof ; 1 
ſhould do it, if was to be done again, 

Then I propos'd an Expedient to her, and 
would to God ſhe had comply'd therewith; 
ſhe would ſtill be mine. Well, ſaid I, don't 
return to your Mother's, ſtay here, and don't 
ſtir out; no Body whatloever will come here 
to look for you, and you may Lye in in 
private : Write to your Mother that you 
have retired to a Convent, let her believe it, 


or not, you will be never the worſe, what- 


ever happens : If ſhe ſhould not believe it, 
it will be for her Honour to make others be- 
lieve it. In the mean while, I ſhall ſee you 
every Day, and when there is a Time for you 
to diſcover yourſelf with Safety, you ſhall 
do it; but do not expoſe yourſelf to appear 
any more before the People that know you ; 
eſpecially in the Neighbourhood, where they 
will ſoon diſcover the unuſual Burlineſs of 

your Shape, | 
Lou are in the right, anſwer d ſhe, they 
will ſo; but I can by no means avoid inform- 
ing my Mother, and I beg you to conſent to it. 
But 
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But how will you go about it, reply'd I ? 
That is what muſt be thought on, ſaid fhe ; 
but before I mention it to her, I have a mind 
to ſpeak to — — That is what I abſolutely 
forbid you, cry d I, interrupting her, I will 
not have any one but her know upon what 
Terms we are together ; neither ſhould ſhe 


know any Thing of it, if I might rule. 


Well then, faid ſhe, embracing me, will 
you do one Thing for me? Do you ſtill love 
me? I love you better then ever, anſwered I, 
and tis becauſe I love you, that I won't ex- 
poſe you to any vexatious Accident. As to 
what you delire of me, aſſure yourſelf, that 
provided I can do it without injuring you, I 
will conſent to it with all my Heart. What 


is it ? Tis to ſend for her, ſaid ſhe, whilſt 


you are here, and to declare to her, whilſt we 
are both together, how it is with us. You 
muſt let her ſay whatever her Paſſion puts in 
her Mouth; let her Anger be as violent as it 
will, you muſt bear with it : After that, we 
ſhall make her tractable, by the Dint of 
Reaſon, and by our Submiſſions. 

I conſent with ail my Heart, reply'd I, and 
will even throw myſelf at her Fect, if tis 
neceſſary: Þ will ſuffer any thing, provided 
ſhe does not lay Hands upon you, and her 
Outrages go no farther than Words, for 
otherwiſe 1 ſhall not be pleaſed with them. 
Woud to God, ſaid ſhe laughing, that [ 
could come off for two or three Boxes on 

tlie 
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the Ear; but you will be by, and it will be 
in your Power to prevent its coming to that: 
She will hear Reaſon, and ſecing that I am 
not in a Condition to go back from what I 
have done, ſhe muſt conſent, or at leaſt ſhe 
muſt keep it ſecret. | 
Are you abſolutely reſolved upon your 
Mother's knowing it, anſwered I; tis againſt 
my Will, and I am very much afraid that 
you will repent it; but, in ſhort, you will 
have it ſo, and that is a ſufficient Reaſon for 
me to conſent to it too. Remember, however, 
purſued I, that you would do much better 
to continue here, and not return Home any 
more ; neither would I have you inform her 
where you are, but ſend her Word you are 
in a Convent : I very much fear the Con- 
ſequence of taking this Step, and if, in my 
Turn, I were to be ruled by my Forebo- 
dings, I ſhould follow my own Advice. 
Suppoſe yourſelf in my Place, ſaid ſhe, 
ſhe is my Mother, and tho' ſhe ſhould make 
others believe that I am in a Convent, with 
what Suſpicions will ſhe not be tortur'd ? 
W hat will ſhe think 2 In the Name of God, 
purſued ſhe, embracing me, grant me this 
Satisfaction. Be it ſo, anſwered I, ſhrugging 
up my Shoulders, I will oppoſc it no longer ; 
vou need only appoint your own Time, I 
will be here without fail. We muſt both be 
here before ſhe comes, ſaid ſhe, becauſe we 
muſt ſend for her. Well, reply'd I, tell os 
when 
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when you would have it done. To- morrow 
Morning, anſwered ſhe ; my Mother has no 
Buſineſs abroad, and will ſtay at Home; where- 
fore I will ſend her a Letter and a Coach, and 
we will wait for her here. 

We mer next Morning at the Place ap- 
pointed; I found her determin'd at all Events, 
and ſhe had already written theſe Lines. 


T8: FF Eh 

AN Hair that has happen'd to me, and 

that requires your Preſence, dear Mo- 
ther, makes me take Pen in Hand to beg 
you to get into the Coach which I ſend you, 
and come alone where that will carry you, 
Tou will there know what is the Matter, 
which 1 cannot explain to you but in Per- 


ſon, and in the Preſence of thoſe with whom 
I now am; from your 


Moſt dutiful Daughter and humble Servant, 
MAR y-MacDALEN DE L' EINE. 


She ſent this Note with the ſame Coach 
that had brought her, giving Orders to the 
Coachman to ſtop at the Houſe it ſhe came 
alone, and at a Church, if ſhe had Company 
with her. I ſhould have gone thither for her, 


but there was no Occaſion, for ſhe came alone. 
M Whilſh 
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Whilſt the Coach was gone for her, we re- 
ſolv'd after what manner ſhe ſhould be re- 
ceived, and it was agreed that I ſhould ap- 
pear before her firſt, becauſe I did not think 
it proper to expoſe my Wife, in the Condition 
wherein ſhe then was, to this Fury of a Wo- 
man who has always paſs'd for a Devil, and 
who in Reality is one. I wrote a Copy of 
my Promile of Marriage, in order to ſhow it 
her, without truſting in her Hands either of 
the Originals; I could eaſily do it, without 
breaking open my Wife's Parcel, becauſe 
there was no Alteration, but changing the 
Names, as I have already told you; and I 
tranſcribd it from the Original of her Pro- 
miſe to me. 

I had ſcarce done writing, when I heard 
the Coach ſtop at the Door; hereupon J 
made my Wife retire into the other Room, 
and lock d her in. This done, I let the Hang- 
ings fall down, and placed Chairs before the 
Door, which could not be ſeen, becauſe it 
was a great deal higher then the Floor where 
we were; after which, I went to meet Made- 
moiſelle de L Epine. 

She was ſurpriz d at ſeeing me where ſhe 
did not expect me; walk up, Madam, aid I, 
giving her my Hand, twas I who ſent for 
you, your Daughter only lent me her Note. 
Where is the, Sir, anſwered ſhe 2 At Maſs, 
reply'd I, ſhe will be here in a Moment. 
She walk d up, and enter'd the Chamber, af- 
| ter 
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fer which, I went down and diſcharged the 
Coach, that ſhe might not have a Mind to 
return very ſoon. After this, I went up 
again, double- lock d the Door, and took out 
the Key without her perceiving it : She 
thought the Furniture very handſome, and 
ask'd whoſe Room it was, but I foon put an 
End to theſe Queſtions, and made her {it 
down in a Place from whence my Wite might 
eaſily hear every Word that was ſpoken. 

Can you gueſs, Madam, ſaid I, ſit ting down 
by her, what can have induced your Daugh- 
ter to ſend for you, and not wait your com- 
ing e No, Sir, anſwered ſhe : Do you know 2? 
Yes, Madam, reply'd I, I know very well : 
'Tis a Thing ſhe has done without conſult- 
ing you upon it, but ſhe has therein only 
faild in the Reſpect ſhe owes you, and ſhe 
thought that you had ſo much Value for 
me, as to grant her her Pardon at my Re- 
queſt. She imagin'd, purſued I, that ſhe 
might be marry d without your Conſent, 
and likewiſe that I ſhould prevail on you 
to conſent : Tis a done Thing, all the Noiſe 
that you can poſſibly make, will ſignify no- 
thing; I am even to inform you, that ſhe is 
entring upon the fifth Month of her Preg- 
nancy, and that tis above ten ſince ſhe was 
firſt my Wife. 

I could hardly make an End, ſo often did 
ſhe interrupt me. What, ſaid ſhe, the Slut 
is marry'd ! She is with Child! Ill ſtrangle 

M 2 her ; 
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her ; where is ſhe 2 "Tis you that have de- 
bauched her, I will go and acquaint your 
Father, that he may ſend you to &. Lazarus, 
and I will put her between four Walls, Am 
not I very unfortunate ? After having brought 
her up ſo well, I am ruined, my Cauſe is 
loſt, and I am reduced to Beggary, Where 
is ſhe, that I may ſtrangle her? That wicked 
Slut, that unnatural Wretch, that Jade : In 
"ſhort, ſhe ſaid ſo much, that I can remem- 
ber no more. n 

I thought that if I interrupted her, ſhe 
would only rave the longer; for, beſides 
that it would be making her obſtinate, it 
would likewiſe give her Time to recover 
Breath; and if 1 ſpoke not a Word, ſhe 
would be pacify'd of herſelf, I ſuffer'd her 
then to ſay what ſhe would, ſhe was in an 
outragious Fury, and breath d nothing but 
Fire and Flames. She look'd in the Bed; 
behind it, underneath, and every where, where 
ſhe imagin d her Daughter might be, but 
could not perceive that there was another 
Room. She then ask d me again where ſhe was, 
chat ſhe might ſtrangle her. "Tis a contriv'd 
Thing, ſaid ſhe ; and indeed I was very glad 
I had faved my Wite from her Rage. 

She would then have gone out, but as 
the Door was double-lock'd, and I had the 
Key; ſhe was obliged to ſtay. She began 
again then, and was juſt going to fly at my 
Face, and tear my Eyes out; however ſhe 

forbore, 


1 

forbore, notwithſtanding her Anger was at 
the Height : In ſhort, ſhe held on two Hours 
without growing a Jot more moderate, and 
without my opening my Mouth. When I 
found her a little recover'd, I ſpoke in my 
Turn; and becauſe with ſome Tempers it 
is proper not to humble one's ſelf, becauſe 
that only renders them more untractable, I 
began in as haughty a Tone as ſhe, 

Wherefore, I told her without Ceremony, 
that it was true I was marry d to her Daugh- 
ter without asking her Conſent, becauſe 1 
did not value it, neither did I value it then 
and that I would do the ſame Thing if it 
were to be done again ; that I did not think 
I ſhould have done her any Injury, by ally- 
ing myſelt to her Family, nor that her 
Daughter could have been blam'd for giv- 
ing me her Hand; that I was of Age, as 
the knew very well herſelf ; that if ſhe was 
ſo much ſcandaliz'd thereat, ſhe might even 
do what ſhe thought proper; that ſhe might, 
(as ſhe had threaten'd,) go and complain to 
my Father, who would revenge me ſuffici- 
ently of her, and her rough Uſage, with- 
out my intermedling therein ; that I ſhould 
come off, (as ſhe had ſaid herſelf,) for be- 
ing confin'd ſome Time at Saint Lazarus, 
and ſhould caſily reſtore myſelf to my Fa- 
ther's Favour, by abandoning her Daughter; 
but that for her Part, ſhe would be abſo- 


Jutely ruin'd in the Opinion of all Fay 
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of Honour ; for being the Cauſe of her 
Daughter's being no longer look'd upon but 
as the J/hore, (I ſpoke the Word out) of the 
Man who had marry'd her, and whoſe law- 
ful Wife ſhe actually was. 

I added, that her Law-Suit, which ſhe had 
ſo much at Heart, would be gain'd never 
the ſooner thereby ; and that my-Father, who 
was a Man of Honour and Integrity, far from 
thinking himſelf obliged to her for her ſhame- 
ful and unworthy Sacrifice, would look upon 
Her as a Fury, and a Devil incarnate, who 
had made her own Blood fall a Victim to 
ſordid Intereſt ; that the whole World would 
abhor her, and that ſhe would have as many 
Enemies as there would be Perſons of Ho- 
nour who would hear of her Baſeneſs; that, 
on the contrary, if ſhe would do as Honour 
and Prudence directed, ſhe would fall into 
none of theſe Inconveniencies; that her 
Daughter and I had already been married 
above ten Months, without its being ſuſ- 
pected by any one, or ever herſelf, and that 
we might continue ſo ſtill ; that, as for her 
great Belly, ſhe needed only to pretend to 
carry her to a Convent, where her Daughter 
ſhould beg her publickly to put her, and 
that ſhe might come and Lye-in at the ſame 
Place where we were then talking ; that as 
to her Law-Suit, I would do her all the 
Service that lay in my Power, becauſe her 
Intereſt would become mine; that ſhe would 
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no longer be reduced to the Neceſſity of 
borrowing to carry it on, ſince my Purſe 
would always be open to her; and that, in 
ſhort, I would do every Thing for her, which 
could be expected from a good Son-in-Law, 
or a good Son : But, on the contrary, that 
I would leave no Stone unturn'd to be re- 
venged, if ſhe ſhould attempt any Thing a- 
gainſt my Wife and me; that, as for her 
Daughter, I ſhould be able very eaſily to ſave 
her from my Father's Anger, by ſending her 
out of his Way ; that, 'twas true, I could 
not avoid giving the Conſent that would be 
required of me, to ſet aſide our Marriage; 
but, purſued I, pretending to be in a violent 
Paſſion, no Body ſhall prevent my giving her 
enough to live on, independent of you 3 and, 
to begin, aſſure yourſelt that you have ſeen 
her tor the laſt Time that ever you ſhall 
ſce her; that before an Hour be paſt, ſhe 
ſhall be gone from Paris, and that I wont 
leave her, 'till I have put her in a Place 
where ſhe ſhall have nothing to fear but my 
changing ; and not either your miſchievous 
Temper, your bad Heart, or my Father's 
Anger. Do as you pleaſe, continued I, open- 
ing the Door, you may be gone when you 
will, ſince you have no more Reaſon ; but, 
think, however, on what you are going to 
do, and take Care you don't treaſure up for 
yourſelt a Remorſe that will outlaſt your 
Life. F 8 

I was 
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I was in the right, in thinking that a little 


Roughneſs would bring me off better then 


all my Submiſſions. She ask d me where her 


Daughter was, but in a manner that made 


me find ſhe began to be appeasd. Your 
Daughter is juſt by, faid I, ſhe hears you, 
and does well not to come in your Way, 
to be ill uſed; it is in her Power to come 
if ſhe pleaſes 3 but if ſhe ſhould offer at it 


before 1 call her, I would ſhow her before 
you, that I am her Husband, and her Ma- 


ſter, and would reward her for expoſing her- 
ſelf unſeaſonably. 

As I pretended in my Turn, to be actu- 
ally incenſed; ſhe grew entirely calm. But, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, if M. Deſpres ſhould chance 
to know it, for I am only angry upon his 
Account, what would he not do 2 When 
I found her tractable, I made her underſtand 
how ealy it would be to keep it ſecret, and 
that it having been conceal 'd ſo long, might 
very well be fo yer longer; ſhe partly agreed 
to it, and askd again to ſee her Daughter, 
I told her there was no Hurry for that, and 
that I would not let her appear till ſhe 
was throughly pacify'd. 

Then I gave her to know that the main 


Point of all was, that our Marriage was 


good, and could not be ſet aſide, unleſs I 
conſented, or a ſuperiour Power would have 
it ſo. I ſhowd her all the Precautions that 
had been taken, and to convince her _ 
on, 
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of, propoſed to ſend for the Prieſt who had 
marry'd us : She begg'd I wou'd. 

He did not expect ſuch a Summons, and 
ſcem'd a little ſurpriz'd on entring the Room, 
but ſoon recover'd himſelf. As 'twas he 
who had done all, and was bound in Honour 
to maintain it, he ſhow'd her that all the 
Care had been taken that was poſſible 3 that 
the Marriage was good, both in the Main, 
and in the Forms; in the Main, becauſe 
'twas a Sacrament ; and in the Forms, be- 
cauſe I was of Age, and was not engaged 
to any one whatſoever : In ſhort, he aid 
ſo much, that ſhe ſubmitted. 


She askd again to ſee her Daughter; 1 


thought then that there was nothing more to 
be fear'd, wherefore I pull'd away the Chairs, 
open d the Door of the other Room, took 
her by the Hand, and led her to her Mo- 
ther, at whoſe Feet ſhe fell. Her Mother 
raiſed her up with Tears, my Wife wept 
alſo, and excuſed herſelf the beſt ſhe cou'd ; 
after which, I embraced them both, very 
glad that Mademoiſelle de L' Epine was be- 
come tractable at laſt, 

Every thing was thus made up at once ; 
I kept my Mother-in-Law and the Prieſt to 
dine with us; we had no need of hiding our 
ſelves ; and, in Effect, had it not been for 
my Imprudence, nothing would have been diſ- 
cover'd yet, We concluded that my Wife 


ſhould come the next Day, and continue in 
N her 
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her Chamber, to go out no more until ſhe 
ſhould be brought to Bed; and that hat 
very Evening, ſhe ſhould deſire her Mother, 
before all the Company, to give her Leave 
to go, and be ſome Time in a Convent; 
that next Day her Mother ſhould make as 
if ſhe was going to carry her thither, and 
ſhould bring her where we then were. 

Mademoiſelle de L' Epine went out firſt, 
and my Wife was left alone with me, when 
the told me that ſhe was ſurprized at the 
Haughtineſs wherewith I had treated her 
Mother, but that in the End ſhe had found 
F was in the right, ſince every Thing had 
ſucceeded the better for it. All the Anſwer 
J gave her, was to kiſs her, and to tell her 
with an Embrace, I ſhall be permitted then 
at laſt, my dear Child, to ſpend ſome Nights 
with you, and have you wholly at my Dil- 
poſal. She only anſwer'd me with an Em- 
brace likewife, and a Smile, which was more 
&r ary then all the Words the could have 
uſed, 

I deſired her to buy that very Day every 
Thing that the ſhould want, to the End 
that ſhe might not be obliged to ſtir out at 
all; ſhe anſwer'd me that ſhe wanted no- 
thing, but that if ſhe ſhould, our Landlad 
ſhould get it her, without her going way 
This Woman, who was fond of her to the 
laſt Degree, had offer'd her Service to wait 
on her; and as the did not debaſe herſelf 
| | therein, 
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therein, I took her at her Word, telling her 
that I ſhould be obliged to her for her Care 
of her, which ſhould be rewarded, and that 
ſhe would fave us from the Neceſſity of truſt- 
ing to a Woman who might betray us. Every 
Thing being thus reſolved on, I went away, 
and promiſed to dine there the next Day with 
her Mother. 

They put in Execution what had been 
concluded on; I found them both together, 
we dind there, and 1 abſolutely commanded 


my Wite not to keep Lent. I lay there 


that Night for the firſt Time, and ſpent ſome 
other Nights with her there, during the four 
Months the ſtaid there, but very ſeldom, for 
fear of cauſing Suſpicion. This would have 
continued ill the Time of her Delivery, had 
it not been for the Misfortune that happend, 
which was cauſed by my Imprudence, has colt 
her her Life, is the Cauſe of my preſent 
Affliction, and beſides has given the World 
ſuch an ill Opinion of me. I mult tell it you, 
but give me Time to take a little Breath, 
the melancholy Things which I have to re- 
late, quite overwhelm my Spirits. In H 
fe&, he was quite bath'd in Tears, and ſecm'd 
rather dead then alive; he continued ſome 
Time without ſpeaking, after which, he went 
on as follows. 

I had been two Days without ſeeing her; 
ſhe was ready to Lye-in, at leaſt ſhe was "ay 
much indiſpoſed; ſhe found herſelf worſe 
N 2 then 


[ 92 ] 


then ordinary, and not knowing the Cauſe 
which had hinder'd my viſiting her, ſhe ſent 
me a Letter by our Landlord, which I read, 
and was preparing to go to her. As I was 
croſſing our Court-Yard, I met my Father, 
who made me ſtep with him into his Cloſet ; 
There he ſpoke to me of an Employment 
which he intended to procure me, and like- 
wiſe let fall ſome Words about a Match which 
he deſign'd me. 

Although he only mention'd this as a Thing 
diſtant enough, I cou d not help being trou- 
bled to that Degree, that I knew not what 
to anſwer, I drew out my Handkerchief to 
hide my Concern, and without minding what 
I did, let drop 'my Wife's Letter which I 
had juſt receivd. I went out then without 
oathering it up, and haſten'd to ſee my Spouſe 
for the laſt Time that ever I was to be- 


hold her. | 
She told me after the firſt Embraces, that 
ſhe was not well-look'd after in the Lodgings 
where ſhe was, and begg'd me to allow her 
ro accept of her Mother's Offer to Lye-in at 
her Houſe ; that ſhe was very ſenſible that ſhe 
cou'd not go a Week longer ; that her Siſters 
and Brother knowing that ſhe was marry d, 
without knowing to. whom, far from being 
ſcandaliz d thereat, were infinitely deſirous of 
ſeeing her, and that the Secret would be 
equally ſafe, becauſe ſhe ſhould make uſe of 
the ſame Midwife as her Mother had _ 
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formerly. Mademoiſelle de L' Epine was 
preſent at this Diſcourſe, ſhe eſpouſed her 
Daughter's Part, and made an End of per- 
ſuading me. 

One has Forebodings of what will happen, 
but nevertheleſs one can't avoid one's Miſ- 
fortune. A thouſand Reaſons ought to have 
hinder d my conſenting to this Removal. I 
told her them, I join'd Entreaties to my Rea- 
ſons; I had ſaid to them a hundred Times, 
that I would be in my Wife's Chamber when 
ſhe ſhould be brought to Bed, and that I 
had a ſecret Dread of this Removal, which 
I oppoſed as much I could. My Spouſe's 
Misfortune and mine would haye it, that 
ſhe made uſe of all the Power ſhe had over 
me, to prevail upon me. I thought it would 
be cruel to refuſe a Wife in the Condition 
mine then was, the Favour ſhe ask'd of me 
with Hands uplifted. Wherefore, although 
againſt my Will, I conſented ; that was the 
Cauſe of her Death. 

The Time was appointed at Eight next 
Morning, to remove her to her Mothet's, who, 
in the mean while, got ready every Thing 
that was neceſſary for her convenient Recep- 


tion. I did not leave her till very late that 


Night, and was a thouſand Times ready to 
recall the Conſent I had given her : And as 
I did not expect to ſee her again in a long 
Time, and after her Delivery, we took a 


very tender Farewel of each other, Alas ! 
, ſaid 
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ſaid he, with a Flood of Tears, we did not 
imagine that it was to be ctcrnal, and that 
we ſhould never ſec each other more. 

I return'd to my Father's, where I per- 
ceived nothing extraordinary, although the 
Face of every Thing was very much changed 
there with reſpect to me; and not having 
been fore-warned by any one, becauſe no 
Body knew any Thing of the Matter, I de- 
Iverd myſelf up to the mortal Stroke which 
he was preparing for me. 'The very Mo- 
ment that I left his Cloſet, he was going 
to follow me, and paſſing by the Place where 
I ſtood: to ſpeak with him, he perceived a 
Letter, which he bad not ſeen 'at firſt, be- 
cauſe his Bureau was between him and that. 
He gather'd it up, without minding what 
it was, and imagining it was one of thoſe 
he had received that Morning, he threw it 
upon his Bureau, without making any farther 
Reflection thereon. But obſerye the Fatality 
of Things! This Letter falling upon other 
Papers, threw them down wich it, he took 
them up again, and as this fatal Letter hap- 
pen d to open the ſecond Time, he ſaw it 
was a Woman's writing, otherwiſe he would 
have treated it with as much Indifference as 
at firſt. At the Sight of a Hand that was 
unknown to him, he read it, and found it as 
follows. Ee 


LETTER, 
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H AVE you abandon d me, my dear Spoiiſe ? 

Mat ! In the Condition wherein I am, 
without Strength, in a continual Languor, 
and waiting only for the Moment of bring- 
ins into the Norld, by my Delivery, the 
precious Pledge which you have intruſted 
with me, of your Afeftion, and our Union ; 
do you paſs two whole Days without ſee- 
ing me Alas ! The moft confirm'd Health 
that ever I enjoy'd, bas always been im- 
pair'd, when 7 have been ouly One without 
embracing you ; and at preſent, when I have 
need of your Preſence, to aid and encourage 
me in the Pains that are foretold me, you 
ſeem to have forgot me. In the Name of 
God, come to Day, if you would ſave the 
Life of your Wife, 


MARYMIACOCDALEN DEL Evpine. 


leave you to imagine to what an Exceſs 
of Paſſion this tranſported him ; Perſons na- 
turally violent, are more to be dreaded in 
their Silence, than when they break out into 
a Fury: He ſaid not one Word, but refolv'd 
to part us for ever, by ſecuring me, and 
driving the Mother and Daughter to all the 
Extremities imaginable. He went to the 
Palais according to Cuſtom, and gave 2 
| crs 
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ders to an Officer, with ſix Archers, to be 
next Morning at the Inn of the Flanders 
Coaches, at the End of St. Martin's Street. 
He did all he could to be authoriz d in what 
he deſigned, and did it ſo ſecretly, that not one 
of his Servants knew any Thing of the Mat- 
ter. He dind in the City, and did not re- 
turn Home till Night, giving Orders when 
he came in, that I ſhould be brought to him 
as ſoon as I ſhould return Home. BHS 

This was not till about Eleven; he ſpoke 
not a Word to me which cou'd give me 
the leaſt Suſpicion : He only ask'd me if I 
had any Bulineſs in the Morning, and ſaid 
that he had a Mind to carry me to a Place, 
whither he ought to have conducted me a 
long while ago. I thought it was to ſee 
the Father of a young Lady, whereof he 
had ſpoken to me: With this Thought I 
told him that I would accompany him where 
he pleasd, and that the only Buſineſs I had, 
was to go to the Palais to the Pleadings. 
So much the better ſaid he, we will go to- 
gether at Six in the Morning, where I in- 
tend to carry you ; I ſhall not ſtay long there, 
nor you neither. | 

We went then into his Coach exactly at 
Six, on the'11th of June, the longeſt Day 
in the Year, an unfortunate Day, which I 
ſhall remember as long as I live. He made 
the Coach ſtop at the Inn of the Flanders 


Coaches, and bid me follow him up into 2 
* 15.9 a Chamber, 


EN 


Chamber. As the Lady's Father, to whom 
I thought he was going to carry me, livd in the 
Country, I imagin'd he had been lately come 
to Town, and that he lodg'd' there, where- 
fore I went up without any Suſpicion. But, 
as ſoon as I enterd this Room, I found my 
ſelf ſeiz d by four ſwinging Raſcals, who 
began by taking away my Sword ; inſomuch 
that I was rather dead than alive. You ſhall 
not ſtay long here, Sir, ſaid he, you ſhall ſoon 
be carry'd elſewhere. 

This is the Cauſe, added he, ſhowing me 
this fatal Letter ; do you know it again ? 
I would have fallen at his Feet, but he 
turned his Back upon me, and addreſſing 
himſelf to the Officer, who was there; don c 
let him ſpeak to any one, purſued he, and 
conduct him, without Scandal, in Half an 
Hour where I orderd you. This done, he 
went out, and in all Probability haſten'd to 
St. Lagarus, to give Orders for my Re- 
ception. 

The Officer, who remain'd with me, deſi- 
red me to change my Cloaths, and gave me 
another Suit of mine that was richer, and 
2 new. I ask'd him for what Reaſon 1 

ould dreſs myſelf better to go to Prifon ? 
"Tis your Father's Will, faid he, to the 
End that it may be believ'd that you are 
going into the Country, I ſaw then plainly 
that if I did not pull off m Clan willingly, 
they weuld — them o * me in Spite of 


my 
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my Teeth, wheretore I did not oblige them 
to deſire me any more, but pulld it off. 
And I have heard ſince that they dreſs'd 
therein an Archer, who was of my Shape and 
Age, and that this Raſcal being follow'd by 
my Footman, and both of them mounted up- 
on my Horſes, had gallop'd through the whole 
Street, and that the Rogue, my Footman, 
ſtaying behind at an Alehouſe to drink, 
had told ſeveral Perſons that I was going 
into the Country, and ſhould not return 
very ſoon. This it was that gave Riſe to 
the Report that I had forſaken my Wife, 
who, for her Part, was uſed much worlc 
than I. 

I would have proteſted againſt the Violence 
that was done me, by Reaſon of my being of 
Age; but the Officer would not receive my 
Proteſts, I fell at his Feet, and offer'd him 
my Purle, wherein were Fifty Louis d' Or, 
with my Diamond Ring, my Watch, and a 
Note for what he pleaſed, to permit me to 
write a Word to my Wife, and engage him to 
deliver it to her. I ſwore to him all the 
Oaths imaginable that I would ſhare my 
Eſtate and my Fortune with him, if he 
would do me that Favour; and threatned 
him, on the contrary, with the ſevereſt Re- 
ſentment that ſhould Jay in my Power, if he 
refuſed me; but he was equally unmovable 
by my Prayers, my Preſents, my Offers, and 
my Threatnings. I was carried then to St. La- 
Saru 
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zarus about Eight o'Clock, exactly at the 
Time that my poor Spouſe was breathing 
her laſt. | 

My Father return'd Home when he left 
St. Lazarus and went from thence on 
Foot to Mademoiſelle de L' Epine's. His 
Viſit ſarpriz'd her very much, but he ſur- 
priz d her yet much more, when he told her 
the Reaſon, and in ſuch Language, and ſuch 
a Rage, that Paſhon only could excuſe : He 
even uſed her like the worſt of Women. In 
vain did ſhe {wear to him that ſhe was innocent 
of our Marriage ; and that if ſhe had her 
Daughter at Home, ſhe would puniſh her ; 
He would not hear her Excuſes, but uſed her 
like a Suborner, and my Wife like a lewd 
Woman and a Proſtitute, whom he (wore to 
have confin d. 

He was in the Height of his Paſſion when 
my Wife arriv'd at her Mother's; ſhe had 
a Maſter-Key, which hinder'd her knock- 
ing at the Door, and the Length of the 
Entry prevented her hcaring the Noiſe that 
was made above. She had ſent away the 
Chair that had brought her, not thinking ſhe 
ſhould have any farther Occaſion for it, ſince 
ſhe was at her Mother's, and ſhe had no No- 
tice that my Father was there, becauſe that 
at the Noife he made, the Chamber-Maid, the 
Cook, and the Footman, had run up Stairs. 

She went up then without knowing in the 


leaſt what was doing, and all my Father's 
O 2 Anger 
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Anger and Rage gather d new Strength at 
her Sight. He uſed ſuch Language to her 
as ſhe had never been uſed to hear, where- 
upon ſhe fell in. a Swoon upon the Stairs, and 
roll'd down above twenty Steps, Her Mo- 
ther, in whom ſuch a Sight ought” t6; have 
awaken'd all her Tenderneſs, treated her in the 
lamentable Condition wherein ſhe. lay, with 
more Hard-heartedneſs than -the moſt ſavage 
Beaſt ; and far from giving her any of the 
Aſſiſtance, that was neceſſary, ſhe: refuſed to 
acknowledge her for her Daughter : See, Sir, 
ſaid ſhe, : ſpeaking to my, Father, whether J 
was the Cauſe of their. Marriage. This ſaid, 
ſhe ſent immediately for another Chair, and 
in a.Swoon, and ſtreaming with Blood, as my 
Wite then was, ſhe had her taken by the Chair- 
men, who carry'd her in by the Neck and 
Heels like a dead Beaſt, and in this Con- 
dition ſent her to the Hotel. Dieu. What 
Cruelty.! What Barbarity ! Cou'd any one 
ſacrifice her own Blood more inhumanly, to 
the Fear of loſing an Eſtate ? 

How great ſoever my Father's Anger was, 
ſuch a moving Sight appeas'd it; the Hard- 
heartedneſs of this Mother-in-Law made him 
relent. He was ſo much ſurpriz'd; that he 
could not ſpeak one ſingle Word; Pity 
began to, take Poſſeſſion of his Heart; he 
compaſſionated a Woman, whoſe Beauty he 
had admired, and whoſe Deſtiny he began to 
lament : He had a Deſign againſt her Mar- 
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riage, but not againſt her Life, nor that of her 
Child. He was even ſorry that he had ſuffer d 
himſelf to be tranſported to ſuch an Exceſs, 
and went out of the Houſe more confounded 
at what he had ſeen, than this unnatural 
Mother herſelf. 

As ſoon as he got Home, he ſent her Word 
that he did not hinder her from render- 
ing her Daughter what Aſſiſtance ſhe ſtood 
in Need of, in her preſent Condition, and 
that he even begg'd her to take Care of her, 
and of the Child. She, on the other Hand, 
who, as ſhe told me, had only been incited 
to what the did. through a damnable Policy, 
to preſerve herſelf in my Father's good Gra- 
ces, Was afflicted to the laſt Des for, hav= 
18 Carried Things ſo far, and had only ſent 
her te to the Toigl-Dieu, in order to ſhew him 
the little Concern ſhe had for,her ; , but with 
an Intention to go and fetch her back again 
immediately, and have her carry'd to her 
Chamber. 

She went then to this Hoſpital, where ſhe 
found her Daughter ; but in what Condition 2 
Good God! She ſaw a Woman as beauteous 
as an Angel, and handſomely dreſ$'d, draw- 
ing towards her End. She would have car- 
ried her Home, but ſhe was not in a Con- 
dition to admit of being removed: All that 
could be done, was to carry her into a little pri- 
yate Room; for my poor Wife was then dying. 
She was fetch d out of her firſt Soon by 


the 
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the Motion of the Chair wherein they had 
carried her; and ſhe fell into another a 
Minute after, without having had the Strength 
to utter one Word, 

When ſhe came out of her ſecond Swoon, 
ſhe found herſelf upon a ſorry Bed, in a 
Place, (what ſhall I call it ?) in the Com- 

any, and rankd in the Number, of fifty 
houſand common Whores, the wretched 
Refuſe of the Debauchery and Stews of 
Paris. What Horror! Scarcely had ſne 
open d her dying Eyes, when they mov'd her 
into the Chamber before-mention'd, in Pre- 
ſence of her Mother; they try'd to comfort 
her, but the Stroke was too ſeverc not to be 
mortal, 

She remain'd about an Hour without ſhow- 
Ing any Signs of Life, but by diſtracted Looks, 
which ſhe caſt on every Side at a Venture ; 
at laſt ſhe open'd her Mouth. Her firſt Care 
was to inquire for me ; and they told her I 
was not there; whereupon ſhe call'd for Pen, 
Ink, and Paper. They would have pre- 
vented her writing, becauſe ſhe was not in 
a Condition for it, without doing herſelf far- 
ther Harm: But ſhe redoubled her Intrea- 
ties fo earneſtly, that at laſt they brought 
them. She wrote then till ſhe was ſeiz d with 
Convulſions, and twas this very Paper which 
you ſaw, and which I wear upon my Heart: 
Read it ; I took it from him, and with great 
Difficulty read as follows. 

= - LETTER: 
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14 M dying ; 1 did not expef# ſo many 

Misfortunes at once : I dont enquire after 
the Author's of my Death, becauſe I reſolve 
to forgive all the World, Farewel, my dear 
Husband, you will have nothing left of me 
but the Remembrance. I feel your Child, it 
is dead; 1 am dying likewiſe ; if I could 
embrace you before my — — 


I could read no more, the reſt being nei- 
ther legible, nor coherent : He took the 
Letter from me, kiſs d it, and placed it again 
upon his Heart; and with much Difficulty, 
(ſo much was he interrupted by his Tears and 
Sobs,) after which he continued his melan- 
choly Story. 

The Convulſions ſeiz'd her, as I was tel- 
ling you, and prevented her ending her 
Letter; ſhe came again a little to herſelf, 
and deſired Abſolution, which was given 
her; after which, ſhe was delivered of a 
dead Child, and in a Quarter of an Hour 
expired in the midſt of her Pains, and wel- 
tring in her Blood, without uttering a Syl- 
lable againſt any one whatever. y 

Such, purſued he, all bathd in Tears, 
ſuch was the End of my dear Wite, and of 
our Love, which Loſs I ſhall cternally mourn, 
This Part renew'd all his Griefs, and even 
render d them more violent; and although 

Heaven 
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Heaven has not given me a Soul very ſuſ- 


ceptible of others Misfortunes, I could not 


help weeping with him. I was indeed moved 
with this Relation, and his Actions; and 1 
perceive you are ſo too, ſaid Dupuis, to 
all the Company, who indeed had Tears in 
their Eyes. Make an End of your Story, I 
beg you, Sir, ſaid Madame de Contamine, 
and we will tell you afterwards our Thoughts 
of this melancholy Adventure. 

Dupuis went on' as follows: As for me; 
continued Deſprez, after having recover d him- 
felfa little, I was, as I have told you, at St. La- 
zarus, Wherefore I cou'd not be inform'd of 
this Death, which happen'd much about the 
ſame Time that I went thither. I remaind 
there a Week with incomprehenſible Impati- 
ence ; during which, there came to me every 


now and then ſome of thoſe good Miſſiona- 


ries to keep me Company; they endeavour d 
to comfort me, and by little and little, made 
me apprehend yet ſome greater Misfortune 
than my Confinement : At laſt, they in- 
form'd me of my Wife's Death. Then it 
was that J lamented the Loſs of my Liber- 
ty, becauſe I could not revenge myſelf, nor 
yet dye according to the Dictates of my 
| Deſpair. I did, and ſaid a thouſand Ex- 


travagancies; in vain did they ſtrive to 


comfort me for three Months: They aid 
that I was delirious, and the Cauſe of my 
Grief was too juſt to ſet any Bounds to it. 
| 3 4 Theſe 
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Theſe good Men ſympathiz'd with it; they 
afflicted themſelves with me, to render me 
tractable : If they have not ſucceeded, at 
leaſt they have appeaſed thoſe violent "Tranſ- 
ports that inſpired me with nothing but the 
Thoughts of committing Murder. I did not 
leave them, till they ſaw me compoſed 
enough not to fear any deſperate Deed from 
me; but far from returning to Paris, I have 
been in Normandy, at a Seat of my Brother- 
in-Law, M. de Guervoille's, from whence I 
have been return'd but a Week. 

As ſoon as I arriv'd here, I went to the 
Hotel. Dieu, where I have mourn'd the Loſs 
of my poor Wife; I askd for the Place 
where her Body lay ; ſhe and her Child be- 
ing buricd there together, and ſwooned a- 
way upon it: I can go thither no more. I 
heard that her Mother had taken away a 
Letter that ſhe wrote. I went to her, ſhe 
gave it me, tis that which you have read. 
I live now only with Deſign to be revenged 
of this Mother-in-Law ; whom I intend to 
croſs to the utmoſt of my Power ; notwith- 
ſtanding the Submiſſions ſhe has made to me, 
the Pardons ſhe has ask'd me, and the Sor- 
row ſhe expreſſes for the Death of her Daugh- 
ter: To be reveng'd likewife of the Rogue 
of an Officer, who arreſted me, and ſo cru- 
elly refuſed me the melancholy Conſolation 
which I begg'd, of writing a Word to my 


poor Wife, and carrying it to her: As for 
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the Rogue my Footman, although the leaſt 
to blame, I am already revenged of him; and 
when J have ſatisfy d my Reſentment, I ſhall 
3 Fate will diſpoſe of the Reſt of my 
1 | 

Now ſee, after the Loſs I have ſuſtain'd, 
if I am not more to be pitty'd then blamed ; 
and whether 'tis true, as tis reported, that l 
forſook poor Magdalen, and am the Cauſe 
of her Death? 1, who would purchaſe her 
Life at the Expence of mine, and a hundred 
thouſand others, if I had them to give for 
her. 

This, Ladies, purſued Dupuis, is the Way 
that Deſprez wid me his Story; and I'm not 
Judge of the Looks of Men, if his Grief 
was not very Sincere. He has not declared 
his Marriage for ſeveral Reaſons ; the chief 
Whereof are, that the Place where ſhe died, 
would be no Honour to him: Tis true, he 
was not the Cauſe thereof; but to juſtify 
himſelf, he muſt have declared all, and there- 
by it would have been known that his Father 
was partly the Cauſe, by his violent Paſſion, 
which is not known by any one, none but 
the People of the Houſe having been Wit- 
neſſes thereof. Beſides, the Deceaſed would 
not have reap'd any Benefit from this Honour, 
but only her Mother, whoſe Ruin he had 
ſworn. He {till moves my Compaſſion; I 
don't believe it is poſſible to be more deeply 
afflicted. 

He 
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He vow'd to me, that he would preſerve 
an eternal Fidelity to the Memory of his 
Spouſe ; and he has done it : For, whatever 
Methods his Father took during his Life, he 
cou'd never oblige him to marry , and at 
preſent that he is his own Maſter, and poſſeſ- 
ſed of one of the beſt Poſts in the Law, the 
Manner of his Living proves ſufficiently that 
he has broke off all Correſpondence with the 
Fair Sex ; and that his Thoughts are wholly 
bent upon Vengeance. 

'The Officer has found it to his Coſt ; he has 
been obliged to leave France ; Deſprez had 
ſtuck ſo cloſe to his Skirts, and examin'd ſo 
narrowly into his Life, that he found enough 
to have had him broken upon the Wheel ; and 
nothing but his Flight has ſaved him from 
Juſtice, and from the Reſentment of Deſpreæ, 
who is ſtill in Purſuit of him, 

M. Deſprez, his Father, had conceived 
ſuch an Averſion againſt Mademoiſelle de IL. 
Epine, that he could never bear the Sight of 
her, after her Barbarity; and his Son has 
ſollicited him ſo powerfully, that he has given 
up the Judgment of her Law-Suit of his own 
Accord, and it is not yet ended, becauſe 
Deſprez has employed all his Intereſt to 
make her loſe it. 
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When inbre of Nature's ſeen, and lefs of Art. Prior. 
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A Wiew of: the TO W N, or Memoirs of 
3 ONDON; containing a diverting Ac- 


dooumt of the Humours, Follies, Vices, ( c. of 
that famous Metropolis; wherein every of- 
fence meets with its due Correction, Fools are 
ſtourg'd; Knaves jirk'd; and the Ladies have 
2 Stroke by the Bye: In fine, not to pall your 
Appetite by:a; tedious Repetition: of Particu- 
lars, here is in ſhort as much Sing Song as in 
the Beggar's Opera ;. and more new Whims 
than in the Orator's 'Advertilements, * 


any Bobk'a Sale ſman' s Shop po Ja 

I here cioilly 1 treat ; . 
. Toia Fool's Coat of an) ans 2 
"Youre welcome, if it ? fir wel 20K x: 1 . 
| Tis Second Edition, Price 1 5. SHE 
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